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RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION AND ISLAMIZATION
OF THE CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS

The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) in Bangladesh,
a land of more than 600,000 incigenous Jumma
people of Chakmsa, Marma, Tripura, Murung, Chak,
Bowm, Pankho, Lusai, Kheyang and Khumi is, now,
on the verge of total engulfment by I:lam persecuting
Buddhism, Hinduism and Christianity of the Jumma
people. BERNARD NIEY.CHMAN (University of
Califorpia, Berkeley) in his treaties ‘INDONE!IA,
BANGLADESH ; Disguised Invasions of Indigenous
Nations’ ‘Third werld
Celonialism has replaced Euiopean CTolonialism as the
principal global force that tries to subjugate indigen-
ous peoples and their encient nations’
other Third World states Baugladesh government,
too, in the garb of colonialism, pursued the policy of
national subjugation destroying the indigenous Jumma
people in the CHT. It waged an undeclared war in
the name of territoriel consclidation and national
integrity against the Jumma people when they deman-
ded regional autonomy with a legislature,

rightly remarked 1

Alike many

They have
been struggling for self-determication urder the leader-
ship of the JAIA SAMHATI SAMITI (J38) to safe-
guard their naticmal existesce, integrity of their
motherjand, history, culture, etc. for leng twenty
years: Bangladesh government deployed more than
70,000 military end para-military forces to thward the
movement for scli-determination of the Jumma people
in the CHT. Under tae government sponsorship
“Transmigration pregramme’’ more than 560,000
Bengales Muslims were given seitlement rooting out
the Jumira people from their ascestral lands, The
“Transmigrati-n® is notkiug but anpsaation by occu-
patior, After the independence of Baugladesh gross
buman rights viola'ions such as, unlawful Kkiiling,

—EMAIL

ethnocide, arrest, toriure. rape, arson, religious
persecution, conversien to Islam, eviction, etc, that
carried out om the Jumma people have no paraliel in
the history of mankind in the world, One will wonder
to see how Islam, which the Muslims claim as a
religion of peace, is enguifing the region with lightning
rapidity and dramatic swiftness persecuting other
religious, culture, otc, under the policy of Bangladesh
government with the Quaran in ome hand and the

sword on the other,

Buddhism, Hinduisin and Christianity are three
main religions variedly practise by the Jumma people
in the CHT. The Chakma, Marma, Murung and
Chak, who are Buddhists constitute more than 80% of
total Jumma pepulation in CHT, It is true that
Buddhism has been persecuted by Bangladesh govers-
ment by its army and Muslim infiltrators very root-
lessly. Religious persecution in the CHT by Bangla-
desh government is well deeumented in the report of
International CHT Commission and in the writings of
many fereign visitors, QCut of hunderds of religious
persecutions only a few glaring examples are cited as
under :—

PERSECUTINON ON BUDDHISM

1. The Barkalak Buddhist temple, Panchari "Joazilla

On 16 August, 1972 the BDR of Dudukchara
camp raided a number of villages including the
Barkalak Buddhist temple at 243, Chengi 11Mouza,
Panchari Upaziiix vhen the viciesious Mukil Fouj
{(Freedom Fighteis) vnisashied a reign of ieror by

indiscriminate kijiing, arrest, rape, arson, looting, etc,
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throughout the CHT, Rev, Jnananda Bhikkhu, then 65

years of age, of the temple was severely beaten by rifle

butts amd broke his right hand. The perpetrators

broke into pieces the image of Lord Buddha and ransa.
cked the temple plundering a sum of sixteen thousands
takas. Some young women, who went to wors%ip the
Buddha were raped in the temple, Then, the human
rights situation seriously deteriorated in the regiom.
A high powersd delegation under the leadership
of Manabendra Narayan Larma (MFA), Nakul Chan-
dra Tripura (Tripura leader), Aung Sue Prue (Bomang
Chief), Birendra Kishore Roaza (Ex. MLA), Ananta
Behari Khisa (Educationist), Rupayan Dewan (Student
leader) and others went to Dhaka to demand regional
autonomy for the CHT, The delegation met the Home
Minister Abdul Manpan and formally talked. They
show him the wounded Buddhist monk with his hand
bandaged. "“he Home Minister exprassed ‘sorry’ only.
He neither made arrangement for better treatment of
“the monk nor, any enquiry of the incident although
the delegation demanded impartial judicial enquiry,

2, The Milan Shanti Buddhist temple, Pujgong,
Panchari Upazilla

On 22 February, 1979 the Bangladesh army from
Paunchari raided Pujgorg and burat down the houses
of the villagers, arrested, tortured and raped the inno-
cent people brutally. They entered the Milan Shanti
Buddhist temple and ransacked it, The head of the
statue of Load Buddha was broken into pieces and
played like football later, Rev. Aniruddba Bhikkhu

of the Vihara was severely beaten and broke his right
hand,

3. The Maischari Buddhist temple, Mahalchari

Upazilla

On 25 March, 1980 the Euingladesh army from
Maischuri army camp and Muslim infiltrators combin-

edly lavnched an operatiog near the Maischari Buddhist
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tempie villages. The infiltrated Muslims slaughtered a
cow in the temple premises and smeared cow blood on
the image of Lord Buddha. They looted all proper-
ties of the temple and Bhikkhus were beaten up,

4. Nine Buddhist temples in the Kalampati Massacre

Kalampati is the example of the mest kerrible
Jumma bleod bath by the Bangladesh army and
Muslim infiltrators in the Kalampati Union on 25,
March, 1980. In this unprovoked brutal ethuoocide
3G0 innocent Jumma psople were killed om the spet,
30 women were abducted and taken 'nto military camp
and raped later. Nine Buddhist tem ples were destroyed
and twenty monks including R:v,
Bhikkhu of Roaza Para Buddha

Panna Chara

Vihara and Rev;
Uchandra Giriya Bhikkhu of Kashkhali Buddha

Vihara were severely beaten up and many of them were
hespitalised at Rangamati hospital with seriovs wounds
(Ref,—IWGIA Document 31, at page 152),
massacre the villagers and a

In this
number of Buddhist
temples of Mitingachari, Baskhali, Balimara, Kachu-
khali, Rangipara. Kaokhali, Maiganachari, Kaskhali,
Baradalu, Chotodalu, Poradom ani Ultapara villages
were all turnt down killing and wounding a large
number of people.

5. The Nalkata temple, Panchari Upazilla

In 1986, the Nalkata Budchist temple was com-

pletely destrcyed by the Bangadesh army and an
army camp was sct vp on the ruins of the temple,
6, Tho Takuriyaina Kalak Buddha Vihara. Longudu

Upazilla

On 27 Deccinber, 1979 the army aad infiltrated
Muslims ransacked and looted the Takurjyama Kalak
Buddha Vihara. The images of the Buddha were
broken and thrown on the river, Rev. Ajara Bhikkhu
and Rev. Bannitaranda Bhikkbu were kacked to cesth

and their dead bodivs were ibr.wiz oathe Karadphuu
Lake,
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7. The Kattali Buddhist temple, Longudu Upazilla

On 10 March, 1984 the army from Longudu ran-
sacked 2nd plundered aH wealth of the temple; Thay
slaughtered a cow in the vihara amd desocreted the
temple sprinkling eow blood on tke Buddka,

8, The Monerama Buddhist temple, Baghaichari

——anae

Upazilla

On 8 May, 1986 a groupof army, VDP and
Muslim infiltrators in a cembined operatien encir
cled the temple. The perpetrators wounded Rev.
rifle butts.

stripped off and kicked like a football and hospitalised

Pragyaneshwar Bhikkhu by He was

at Rangamati, All riches of the temple were looted
away,

9. The Lalchari Buddha Vihara, Ramgarh

In 1986, Rev.Nengdia Bhikkhu of Lalchari Buddha
Vihara was killed by a gang of Muslim infiltrators,
who looted the temple and ablazed it later.

10. Destruction of 54 Buddhist temples in nine

upazillas in eight months

The most horrible and brutal Panchari-Dighinala-

Matiranga Khagrachari ethnocide was perpetrated com -

binedly by army, ansar, VDPs and Muslim infiltrators
1986 in which, hundgeds of the Jymma

people were killed, tortured, raped and thousands of

in May,

houses were burnt down and looted, As a result, more
than 60.000 Jumma people including 66 Buddhist
In the massacre
Buddhist temples were not spared. It was found that
from May, 1985 to December, 1986 fifty four Buddhist
wholly or, partially were destroyed

monks fled to Tripura, India.

temvles either
‘a the Upazilias of Paachari, Dighiala. Kharr-chari,

Matirapga, Ramga:k. Bughaichari, Rang:mati,

“agiachar and Kaokhali alone,
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The Internatienal CHT €ommission visited the
CHT in December, 1990 to study the human rights
violations in the CHT. It visited the Boalkhali temple
and orphanage, Dhalaima temple and Baghaichari
temple, Dighinala, the Tintilla temple, Longudu. the
Pujgong Mukh temple, Panchari snd many other
religious places in the region, It found many exam-
ples of religieus persecutioms, In its report at one
“The

Boalkhali orphanage has been well decumented and

poiat it was remarked :— destruotion of the
came to the intermational prominence when 72 chil-
dren, who survived the attack were taken into tempo-
rary care in France during 1988, On December 15th
the Commission visited lhe area of Boalkhli. Yeople
confirmed that the orphanage and temple had been
destroyed by settlers and houses burnt in 1986.” Oan 15
December, 1990 the Commission searched for the
remaing of Dhalima Buddhist temple which was
destroyed in 1986,

consists of few bricks

It found that the temple now
cemented
Mukh

remarked i —

and some small
foundations,
Buddhist

““The temple itself has no walls or roof. A frame-

Regarding the Baghaichari

temple, the Commission
work ef poles remain enclosing the image of the
Buddha. Oneear of the Buddha has been destroyed,
the paint has peeled and it is badly marked, A
coconut and candle greass show that worship cor-
A broken stele lies nearhy,’” The
Commission visited the Milar Chanti Buddhz Vihara,
Pujzong on 17 December, and found that the Vihara

tinue there.

stands at the top of a steep hill, The front of the
adobe templs has besn completely destro ed and inside
on altar stand three headless Budihas. Eye witness
accounts left no deubt in the Commission’s view that
the army bad perpetrated the deed, As regards to Tintilla
temple the Commission views that although the con-
crete structure and tower remzin standing, the interior

has baen severely damag-d vy fire, The imeg. of the
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Buddha showed signs of being slashed with daos and
one ear lobe had been cut off | Another smaller figur-
ine of the Buddha was completely burnt. Amnesty
International’s findings on the Longudu masszcre note
that armed Bangalis and the VDPs were directly invol-

il Wy §loos ol SR o i s ISR e L
vai iy the Jectraetion of Tintilla Buddhist temnle,

PERTECUTION ON PINDUESM

The Tripuras belisve in Hinduism.: The Hinduism
has heen parsecated also. In 1986, twenty two Kali
Mzndirs, Hari Mandirs and Baishnab Mandirs were
burnt down by the army and the infiltrators, exclu-
ding the destruction caysed on the Hinduism in differ-
ent ye'rg after inderendence of Bangladesh, Some
destroyad temples were the Kali Mandir of Madhu
KarbariPara, Pujzong, the Kali Mandir of Manindra
Tripura. Kalanal, the Xali Mandir of Mihir Ranjan
Tripura, Pujgong, the Kali Mandir of Madhu Kumar
Para, Fanchari, the Hari Mandir of Keshab Chandra
Tripuia Para, lhagracbari, the Jagannath Mandir of
Bara Morung, 30, Bara Merung Mouza, the Baishnab
Manlis ¢f Tam Babu Dheb2, the Kali Mandir of
Puorna Kumar Tripura, the Xali Mandir of Sujan
xumat Trioura, The Baishnab M:indir of Banshi Das

Tripura Paro of “fatiranga Upaziliz and so en.

TERSECUTION ON CHRISTIANITY

Thercisn: «nd to relgious persecution in the

CHT, The C.risianity has been persecuted toa
great deal slthovugh the Caristians are microsepic in
numbe; in the CHT, &ome instances on persecution
on the Christianity ave detailed as under :

1} Ths Kaiclyzchari Church, South Atarakchara,

©

Longuda

Thera w:oss Dapiist church  and a Leprosy

Trontaent Cent » &t Leorolvachari village maintained

by D¢, Flower from Chanlraghora  Arthington
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Hospital, The
Longudu in an operation burnt down the church and
the Leprosy Centre on 17 November, 1979,

Bangladesh army, 19 EDR, from

2, The North Atarakchara church, Longudu

There were 18 Buptist christias families with 160
population at Nerth Atarakchara village. The army,
19 EBR, from [eaguduin an operatiem shet death
Subath Chandra Chakma, S/o. Anitya Kumar Chekma
and Naba Kumar Chakma and the chur¢h and houses

of the village were burnt to ashes.

3. The Jatramura Church,‘ Longudu

The Muslim infiltrators from Longudu backed by
the army burnt down the Jatramura village and the
shurch on 17 November, 1979, '

4. The ehurches of Madhu, Bandarban

The Tripuras of Madhu in Bandarban are Roman

Catholies. In the winter, in 1979, the harmy from Madhn

rounded up the christians Tripura villages during
prayer. They arrested and tortured the villagers.
Pastor Andrio and others were severely beaten, Lastly,
the churches and villages around Madhu were burnt

down,

5. The churches of Alikadam area, Lama

Os 25 December, 1982 a group of army from
alikadam e¢antonment iaunched an operation on the
Christian Tripuras. They burnt down =all churches
and villages of “ena Chandra Tripura Para, Kasta
Ram Tripura Para, Jitraha Tripura Para and Letong
Tripura Para. The helpless villagers were arrested and
tortured mercilessly,

6. The Betchari christinn para, Khagrachari

The destruction of 4 religious brilding teol ploce
on 31 October, 1990 in Betchari christian para. Khagra-
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chari, where there is a church built with funds from
Canadian Baptists, Seversl houses and the Christian
churches were destreyed on that day, The CHT Com-
mission  em visiting the church found that the walls
had been complotely pulled down and the interior had

beem ransacked. Bys-witnesses confirmed the Commi-
ssion that the destruction of the church was

dome by
the army and Muslim infiltrators.

Prevention from worship to the Jumma people
is amether form ef religious persecution, Worship is
pravented by the military im three ways : Desecretion,
prohibition of performing religious ceremonies and
controlling devotecs travelling to sacred shrines,
Sacrilege of religious temples by the army is a day-
to-day event in the CHT, Entering the Buddhist
temple on shce-legped is a religious taboo, The army
intentionally eator the temple on shoe-legged and
variously sacrilege the religious temples, The army
deter the yjummas from practising religiem through
structural vielance. Ia this coznection one examaple is
cited :—On 19 October, 1990 KATINA €HIBAR DA-
NA festival was arranged at Rangamati, The Jumma
pople from Kaptai went to the cer.mony, On the way,
26 people were blockaded by a group of army of Bara-
dam camp. Ten men were separated frcm fourteen gi:ls
and two women we @ beaten up and forcibly made dan-
c'ng naked. The women were gang raped. Besidcs, the
Jumma peeple even require prior permission from the

army before performing amy religious er, sccial

£1: No. Name

L. Baliranjan Chakma (27), S/c.

Surendra
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function, Chitmaram is the most sacred

Buddhism in the CHT. Hundreds of worshippers
frems im and eut of the CHT would go to Chitmaram
each year. But nowadays becauss of constant checks by
the milttary it beceme very difficult for the Buddhists

shrine of

to reach Chitmeram temple. They require permission

The CHT Commission
visited Chitmaram and confirmed the fact.

from the army to go there.

Forced conversion to Islam is the most brazen

policy of the government for Tslamizing the Jurama
people. Till now a sumber of Jumma people were
sonverted to Islam forcibly, Tt was found that the
victims at one time w.re fabricately en'angled with
problems collzborating -with tha Shanti Bakini, at
other time, they ware allured with money and other
facilities or, ‘ho were kidoapped and abducted.
Cencrally, women were abducted and compelled to

marry Muslims aad embrace Is'am,

In the context of convarting the Jummea people to
Islam onme ¢laring example is cited, Col. Mahub
Hassan, Region:1 Commander, Dighinala on pressure
and alluremen: with money intrigued six Chakmas
to convert to JsJam on 25 November, 1992 and another
Chakma ©on 30 November, 1992.
Chakmas were swern in by Moulvi Hafej Mohammed
Abul Basar amd Moham wed ashud, T. N. O.

Tvighizala, The names and addresses of the canverted

The converted

Chakmas are given as under 1—

fslamic pame

Md, Shajed Ali Sheikh

Lal Chakma, Vill— Banchara. P. S.

Dighinala, Khagrachari ;

2. Swarma Chakma (24),
Chakma, add, do;

W/o, Bali Ranjan

Fatema Khatun
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4, Miss Milabo Chakma, D/o, Bali Masamemat Taslima Khatun?
Raunjrn Chaknis. add —do;
5. Dighi Kumar Chakma, 3/o, Bali Mghammed Abduliah
Ranjun Chakma, add,—do ;
6, Sukbi Chakma, Dfo, Bali Ranjan Mosammat Zakhina Khatun
Chakma, add —do
4 Fhankar Chekma (250 S/o0  Amar Abdul hahid -
Kanti Chokma, Vill,—Baradam,
P.8. Dighinala, Khagrachari
District,
Hia Kya Mong, class eight, S/o. Mong Hashing Khan professor of Izlamic histery and culture, Chitta=
Marma, Vill—Noaparz. Alikadam, Islamic name g :ng Uaiversity ¢3 3 Januayry, 1990 from the clutches

Md, Fassan and U-Hla Thowai, S/o, Aung Shing, of Baitus Sharaf Madratha, CIG, The above two
add.-d, Islamic nams Md, Hogssin in the above wer
forcibly eonverted to Islam by Dr, Moia Uddin Ahmed

Sl No

3.

Nams -

iy S S

Miss Rashicj Guri Chakma, D/o. Bali
Ranjan Chakma, add —do ;

persons first came to Chittagong
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Talamic .ame
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Masammat R:ochan Ara

Begun

stepped inio the clutches of Baitus Sharaf Madrasha,

and lossing way

w B

Penuletion and lelamization of CHT - 1241-1993

Year POPULATION l Islamm"on

| Total Iomma Non-Jumms t Mo:gue | Madrasha

j population | ———- | Rmn of] g i Ratn of ,__, =1 |

| Number | growih | o] Number ‘ . growth pe w“mge} 5
1941= 2.47,053 2.39,783 — 971 7.270 —_ 2'9 2 —
1951= 2,87.688  2,61.938 9-08 91 26,150 260 9 10 -
1961= 3,85,0"9 292,113 1169 76 92,956 24 40 3
1974== 508,195  3,92,199 3426 77 1,16,050 2478 73 200 20

#*

1981= 751,692 441,774 1264 59 309,918 16717 41 592 35

fource= (Govt Census
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Al-Rabita is the Main TIslam’¢ missionary orga-
pisation working in the CHT ty convert the Jumma
people 10 Islam, Funded by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait,

Tt has
a main office in Dhaka and office in Rangameti and

this organisation has been working since 1980,

Longudu where it has a hospital also. Tn Alikadam,
Al Rabeta has an Islamic missienary centre. The army
and Al Rabeta comverted a number of Jumma people
1o Ielam. The Jamat-i-Islam has been found very
much active in the CHT which, organises Al Rzbeta
mainly. Mosques and madrashas throughout the CHT
continue to build actively, According to the sonrce
of the CHT District statistics thers were 592 mosques
and 37 maiashas in the CHT in 1983, The CHT
Commission in its report at one peint remarked :—
“Loudly amplified calls to prayer freguesatly punctu-
ated the work of the Commission hill peeples’ villages

clese to Bengali ssttloment ”

The Jumma women are forced to put on Muslim
‘yashmak’. In 2 publieation in the ‘Satslite® 6
October, 1592 under the caption—"*The Jumma 8tu-
dents are forced to put on ‘yashmak® > it was stated
that Md. Quzi Zia-Ul Hoqus, a fanatic teacher of the
Matiranga Pilot High Schoo!, Khagrachaj District
puaishes the Jumma pirls when they come to the school
without putting on ‘Yasmak’>, He compels than to
put oo yashmak, Itis a typs of religious persecution
on the Jumma people, The Jumma psople are mot
intolerant of Tslam. But, they vehemenly oppose and
condemn Islamizing the CHT or per encution of their
religion, culture and above all destroying their natinonal
eiistence through the surreptitious pelicy of the
goveroment.

The cultural world of th2 Jumma people is colour-
ful in which, different aspects «{ etknis life 2re inter-
cmnected, The'r uaique cuiture is assthetically plea-

sant that maintains spiritual and social equilibrium,
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Unfortunately, their culture such as, song, dance,
dress, etc. are being debased by tte army with the
social interactions with the infiltrated Muslims, It
was found that ecaltural show af the Jumma people
displaved to the visitor are not in conformi'y with the
to the taste of the
The CHT Commissien salso
ebserved this deviation comparing the culiural shows

Jumma culture but according

military authority,

shown to them in Tripura by the Jumma refugees and
the cultural shows of the Jumma people shown by the
military in the CHT, It is mainly dogss to bring the
Jumma people into the national main stream of

Muslim-based culture,

The nefarious policy of reducing the CHT intoa
Muslim region changing the demographic patterns of
the area has been being followed since Pakistan time
vielating the CHT Regulation—1960 ( 1 of 1306 },
whieh restricted the entry and settlement of land to
After the birth of Banpgladesh as
independent state Bangladesh government, too, foll owed

the outsiders,

the policy of Islamizing the CHT more brazenly. It
is noted that before the creation of Pakisian the ratio
of Muslim population in the CHT was 0.50% only.
In the census of 1951 the Muslim population was
18,570 and in 1951 census the fipure stood 45,322,
There was no census in the country in 1971 cecause of
the war of independsnce of Bangjadesh. In 1981 census
the number of Muslim population iu the CHT was
3.13,188 ( Source : —Census of B, B, 8. ), which means
that the increase of Musiim population in the CHT
was geometrical progression, It is true that in the
eighties there was flood of Muslim infiltrators in the
CHBT brougkt by th? government under military
It is
cumber of Muslim popu-

surveillance from other pirts of Bugpgladesh,
estimated that the present
lation in the region will be not less than 6000,000
Out of 28 police stations in the CHT, in Bandar-
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ban, Ruma, Thanchi, Alikadam, Lama, Nakhyang-
chari, Chandraghona, Kaptai, Rajastali, Longudu,
Baghaichari, Romgarh, Matranga andManikchari pelce
stations the and who,
tetally grabbed the lamds of the Jumma people
outreoting them frem their

Muslims  preponderate

ance:tral lands,
In many other police stations the ratio of
Muslims and Jumma people is about equal, The
clsndestine in.flow of Muslim infiltration in the
CHT, continug¢ to like place still now although,
Bangaladesh Governmcat blatantly denies it, The
CHT commission in its report ‘remarked :— “The
Bangalis in the CHT already outnumber the Jumma
i poople in Bandarban District and Rangamati and

Islamization of the CHT, 3§ -

Khagrachari Distriets the ratio may be equal ;
This means that the army is enfercing a system of
Bengali culture ann admistration ento the hill

people.”

The aim of Bangaladesh Govermment for Islami-
zing the CHT 1is somplete. Unless, the ages old
problem of the CHT is solved
and constitutional means guaranteeing the land right
to the Jumma people, therichts to determine their

through  poiltical

own fate and the infiltrated Muslims are not takgn
back to their home Districts the natiomal existence
of the Jumma peaple shall perish from the Farth,
soon.
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