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Text of a Press Relese lssued by Sri Upendra Lal Chakma, President, CHT
Jumma Refugee Welfare Association On the Declaration of Refugee Repatriation
Has Been Given Here.

PRESS RELEASE

Date—23.1.94

Declaration of Chittagong Hill Tracts {Ght) Jumma Refugees Welfare
Association on Repatriation of Jumma Refugees from Tripura (S). India

About 70.000 jumma refugees from the CHT
were compelled te take shelter in Tripura, India
since 1986 and onwards as a result from killing;
arrest, torture, rape eviction, land grabbing, etc
by the Bangladesh army and Bengali muslim
sottlers, By now about 54,000 of them are
living in the six relief camps in Tripura (s).
There were several sittings botween the Bangla-
desh governmont and India and also with Bangla
desh government and jumma refugees leaders to
facilitate the repatriation of the refugees The
repatriation could notbs materialised due to
abnormal Political situation of the CHT and
non-fulfilment of the domands on of the refugees

for safe and honeurable repatriation,

The last sitting for repatriatigg' on the refugees
was held on 16 jenuary, 1994 at Ramgarh, a
border town of Bangladesh between the Bangla-
desh team and jumma refugees leaders, The
Bangladesh team was represented by Messrs,
Rashed Khan Meaea, MP, Kalpa Ranjan
Chakma, MP. Shahjahan Chowdbury, MP,
Mostaque Ahmed Chowdhury, MP, and Md,
Shahjahas Chowdhury, MP, Messrs. Adbul
Mannaa, joint Sect, Home Affairs, Kazi
Nashirul Islam, Director, Special Affairs,

Shiful Amin Khan, Director, Foreign Affaifs
and number of officials from District adminis-
tration were also present in the sitting. The
jumma refugees team was ropresdated by Messrs,
Upendra Lal Chakma, Ranjit Narayan Tripura,
Akshay Muni Chakma, Hemanta Prasad
Chakma, Prabhakar Chakma, Hiranmay
Chakma, Jadara Mog, Ajit Baran Chakma,
Mong Cha Prue Karbari and Rabindra Nath
Chakma, Messrs, Chandra Shekhar Chakra-
borty, ##DM South Tripura, Sanjib Kumar
Rakesh, SDO, Amarpur and Sukbram Dev
Barma, SDO, Sabroom from Government of
India in the sitting,

The leaders of the jumma refugees Wolfare
Association placed their request before Bangla-
desh team for spccial censideration of their

demands already submitted to  Bangladesh
Government in consideration of their inhuman

sufforing out of the political crisis in CHT,

They expressed their deep concera for the loss
of lives in the recent ethnecide of Naniarchar in
Rangamati District en November 17, 1993 per-
petrated by security forces in league with mus-
lim settlers and demanded examplary punishmont
of the culprits with guarantee for security of life



and property of the Jumma people in CHT.
Bangladesh team expressed its earnest desjre for
repatriation of the refugees and were pleased to
give assurance for guarantee of security for life
and preperty of the jumma pepeple. The Team
also gave assurance for proper rehabilitation and
special consideration of the demands submitted
to the Government, Despite the tragic loss. of
in the recent Naniarchar messacres and p‘ro'vailing
uncenducive condition in CHT, the jumma refu-
gees Welfare Asseciation in full confidence to the
assurance given by Bangladesh Government and
in the greater interest of the country accepted
the following decisions on the repariation of the
jumma refugees, '

1 The CHT Jumma Refugees Welfare Associa=-
tion, as a mark of goed will towards the peace-
ful political solution of CHT crisis and in full
confidence with the assurance given by Bangladesh
toam in the sitting held at Ramgafh' on Jauu‘,a’ry

16, 1994, for special consideration of the dema~
nds submitted to the Bangaladesh Government is

pleaged to accede with the request of the team
for repatriation of the jumma refugees and
hereby declare to start the repatriation move . of
about 400 families inthe 1st batch as from
February—15, 1994,

2. The guarantee for security of life and pro-

perty; restoration of land and homestead
proper rehabilitation of the returnee jumma
refugees as assured by the Go¥ernment of

Bangladesh be ensured

3. The Associatien would monitor the evemts of
repatriation of the jumma refugees discuss
oceassionally with the Govt, Committee on
CHT chaired by Col, (Rtd) Oli Abmed,
Commuaication Minister and would like to
send Team cf its representatives to visit CHT
to observe the events of rehabilitation of the
returneo jumma ref ugees.

4. The Association again  reaffirm that the
CHT jumma refugees problem is an ‘ofi-
shoot crux of CHT polijtical crisis, The
process of continual move of repatriation
would continue with the extent of pmgrcss.
of the on going diafo

Samhati Samiti (JSS) and

between Jana

Banpgladesh
Government for political solution of ‘C;HT |
which conducive
condition for safe and honourable repatri-
ation.

crisis would créate

"
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