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AUTONOMY FOR PEACE IN THE CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS(CHT)
BANGLADESH

TheChittagong Hilt Tracts is the hilly south-eastern
regign of Bangladesh. It is the traditional homeland of

ng,ua{ mdigenlous peoples who call them-
Eﬁﬁﬂsmm ‘The area of the CHT is 10% ofthe total

@’? Q‘ladesh The soil of the CHT is rich in gas
and minerals, such as coal, copper and uranium. Its

forest ared rep;esents 47% of the total forests of the
eountry

n 1972, after the liberation of Bangladesh. Jumma
peoples demanded recognition in the Constitution.
The Constitution declares Bangladesh to be a homo-
geneousnatlon state, thus denying the identity of the
Jummas. As a protest, M. N.Larma a then Jumma
parliamentarian representative, boycotted the ses-
sion of the parhament and organised a political party
called the Jana Samhati Samiti (JSS) or United
Peoples Pan'p The members of the party were victim-
ized and at the end of 1972 the party went under-
ground and formed a guenl!a called the Shanti
Bahmi(SB) :

For the last: three years (August 1992 to August
1995) the dialogue between the JSS and the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh for a political. solution to the CHT

. crisis has not achieved any result except a cease -fire

“agreement between the SB and the Bangladesh mili-

tary. The Bangladesh Governments tactics of continu-
_.-ousdelays and unwillingness to engage in meaningful
negotiation reveal that the dialogue is trick to mitigate
[international pressure against the Government for

-gross human nghts violation against the Jummas in
the. CHT g :

Since 1975 the CHT has been h:ghly militarized . In
1984, one third of all the regular troops of Bangladesh
© were operat:ng inthe CHT. A conservative estimate of

military presence in 1994 was more than 1 member of
the security forces to every 15 Jumma people. Twenty
years of military occupation in the CHT has continued
torupture and disturb life and jeopardize the survival
of the Jumma peoples. In this militarized context the"
population transfer policy” of the Bangladesh Govern-

ment further disrupted the situation in the CHT. In the
span of five years(1978 to 1983) 400,000 landless
Begalees, equal to about 60% of the total Jumma
population were settled in the CHT, evicting the

Jummas from their homesteades and land. Bengali
settlers and “security forces" are accused of being
involved in large -scale human rights violations
against the Jummas. Jurnmas have been subjected .
to genocide, ethnocide , arson, arbitrary arrest, disap-
pearance, harassment, forced displacement and evic-
tion. Asaresult of these atrocities over 10% of the total
Jurnma population have taken shelter in refugee
camps in india, out of which over 95% are still living in
inhuman condition . And those who still inhabit their
homeland, live under constant threat and insecurity,
so much so that, that normal everyday living is not
made possible : schools shut down suddenly, the free
movement of men and women are hampered, their
right to earn a livehood often denied.

In this militarized situtation , Jumma women are

most vulnerable to violence. Sexual violence, such as
rape, gang rape, molestation and harassmentis espe-
cially prevalent. In 1990, information from only one
refugee camp in India indicates that 1 in every 10 of the
totalfemale population had been a victim of rape inthe
CHT . Over 94% of the alleged cases of rape of
Jumma women between 1991-1993 inthe CHT were
by" security forces". Of these rape allegations, over
40% of the victims were women under 18. In this
volatile situtation of the CHT, the rule of law no longer
operates.Rape allegations for example are not ac-
cepted in the court systems in the CHT.

Ethnic women have special links with environment
and resources, since they traditionally inhabit forested
tracts of land . The role they play in the conservation
of nature is thus substantive , but this role is being
eroded through the destruction of forest land by the
introduction of modern technology and ' counter -
insurgency’ measures. Also family planning is one of
the priority areas of the Bangladesh Government, but
the rate of permanent sterilization inthe Hill Tracts is



higher than in the plainlands(60% to 20%) “This can
be an indication of how the Govemment s using

ethnic women as vulnerable targets for ‘ethnic cleans-
ing'.

The CHT problem has always been recognized as
a political problem in the domestic and international
arena. Toredress the political problem of the CHT and
fo maintain peace in the region , the Hill Women's
- federation sees political autonomy as the only solution
. Political autonomy means that the CHT should
become an autonomous region within the state of
~ Bangladesh. Indigenous Jumma people willthen be
able to make choices for their own development and
the well being of their peoples and land.

Because of this situtation, oninternational Women's
Day 1995 in Dhaka the CHT Hill Women's Federation
declaredtheirdemands by initiatinga campaign called
"Autonomy for Peace in the CHT". This message is
now being voiced at the UN World Conference on
Women and the NGO Forum on Women, in China.

We ask the support of all sisters of the world to
join hands with the Jummawomen's campaign for
- peace and political autonomy in thelr homeland.

CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS HILL WOMEN'S
FEDERATION , BANGLADESH
30th August -10 September, 1995
UN WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN.
FORUM ON WOMEN, CHINA

dededede R

NGO

Tracts(CHT) Bangladesh

Kanungo para, April 1979: 25 Jummas killed , 80
houses bumt. '

Kaukhali, March 1980: more than 300 Jummas
killed, 600 houses burnt.
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Matiranga - Tabalchari, June 1981: about five
hundred jummas killed ,100 houses burnt.
Bhusanchara,May 1984 more than 100 Jummas
killed , 400 houses burnt.
Panchari-Dighinala-Khagrachari - Matiranga, May
1986: 500 Jummas killed, 2000 houses burnt.
Badghaichari, August 1988:38 Jummas killed
hundreds of houses bumt. .

Langadu, May 1989: 36 Jummas kalled hundreds
of houses burnt.

Malya, February 1992 : 30 Jummas killed :
Logang, April 1992: several hundreds of Jummas '

~ killed, 550 houses burnt.

Naniachar, November 1893( durlng the cease-tare
period):
29 Jummas killed, 25 ho_uses bumt

Many indegenious peoples traditional territories are
highly militarized including the Jummas homeland,
the CHT of Bangladesh, Karen. Chin's homeland of
Burma, Nagaland of India etc. These militarized areas
are de-facto warzones. Genocide, ethnocide, arson,
arbitrary arrest , disappearance, harassment, forced
displacement and eviction of indigenous peoples are

common mc:dents in these areas.

Para 116 of the Platform of action rpcognlzes |nd|g-
enous women in the situtation of armed conflict are
particularly vulnerable to violance.Sextual violance
such as rape , gang rape, molestation and harassment
of indigenous women is especially prevalent.. Over
94% of the alleged cases of rape of Jumma women
between 1991-1993inthe CHT were by"security forces"
. Of these rape allegations, over 40% of the victims
were women under 18. ' :

In this militarized context, the rule of law no longer-
operates and economic activites are curtailed, exac-
erbating the problems of survival of many indigenous
peoples who are already on the verge of extinction in
all these areas.

Itis therefore imperative that the issue of demili-
tarization of indigenous peoples territories should
be included in the beljing Declaration.



[1) Miss Bartika Chakma And 2) Miss Kabita Chakma of

'Hill Women Federation' are making statements in

the seminer on Indigenous Women of Beijing NGO Forum ‘85 held in Hoyio near Beijing on the Grand
occasion of the World Women Conference under the auspices of the United Nations.]

WHY SHALL | NOT RESIST!
(Joli No Uddihm Kitteye)

kabita chakma

Why shall |' not resist !

can they do whatever they please--
Tum settlements into barren land
Densa forests to deserts

Morming into evening

Make barren what is fertile.

Why shali | not reist !

Can they do whatever they please---
Estrange us from the land of our birth
Enslave our women,

Blind our vision

Put an end to creation.

Neglact and humiliation cause anger
The blood surges through my veins

Breaking Darriers at every suoke,

The fury of youth pierces the sea of con-
sciousness. _

---| become my own whole self

Why shall | not resist ! ' _
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