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Chittagong Hill Tracts
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Gross violations of human rights in
the south-eastern part of Bangladesh

The Chiitagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
covering an area of 5, 093 sq. miles in south

eastern Bangladesh bordering the Arakan

and Chin States of Myanmar and Tripura
and Mizoram States of India is the homeland
of ten multilingual indigenous groups,
currenily numbering abous one million people.
They are collectively known as Jummn
Nation the First Peoples of the CAT. They
are Chakma, Marma, Tripura, Mro, Lushai,

Khumi, khyang, Chak, Bawm and Pankhu.

The Jumma People are distinet aud different
from the ma jority Bengali population of Bangladesh
in respect to race language, culture religion and
ethnicity. Their main occupation is subsistence
farming known as Jhum ( shifiing cultivation) in
contrast to the wet rice  cultivation system in the
plains of Bangladesh. '

Similar to other indigenous peoples of the world,
the Jumma People were also independent until the
British colonisation of the CHT in 1860, Through out
the colonial rule, they had enjoyed special status
which permitted them self government and the non
indigeonus pcoples were prohibited from setting and
owning land in the CHT in 1947, after partition of
India, the CHT became a partof Pakistan, During
the Pakistan rule, the Chittagong Hill Tracts 1900
Act was amended and special status of the CHT was
abolished and influx of non indigenous peoples in

the CHT started.

The predicament of the Jumma People began
with the building of 2 hydro dam in the early sixties
which flooded 1,036 sq. km of land sub-merged 40%
of their best agricultural lands and displaced about
100,000 Jummas from their ancestral domain. less
than 5% of the promised compensasion money was
paid to the Jummas, Even now less than 10% of the
Jummas have access to electricity.

After indepondence of Bangladesh in 1971 the
goverment refused to make any provision in the
constitution for the protection of the Indigenous
Jumma Peoples of Chittagong Hill Tracts rather
the successive govemments in power have been carry-
ing out policy of ethnic cleansing and eithnocide.

There has been a systematic violation of human
rights against the Jumma people from the very
inception of Bangladesh, Many ianocent Jumma
people, mostly women and children were ravaged
several "hundreds of houses were burnt to ashes
hunddreds of women were raped, properties were
of human

looted. The massive violation rights

include unlawful killings extra Judical execution,

torture arbitrary arrest indiscriminate, beatings
imprisonment withouttrial, rape & gang rape, forrcible
evction, religious conversion, seizure of cultivable

lands and habitations, socio religious and cultural
persecution  including restrictions on- movement,

speech, dress, etc. From 1980 to 1993 more than
eleven major massacres took place and numerous
reports of atrocities documented, jointly perpetrated
by the
Forces agaiust thc Jumma people. As aresult more

Bengali settlers and Bangladesh security
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than 56, 000 Jumma People were forced to migrate
to Tripura, a province of India.

The conflict over land together with the threat
to their existence, the Jumma Peoples were
forced to resort to arms in defence of their ancestral
homes and identity. From 1975 on wards, their main
political party ‘The Jana Samrati Samiti’ ( Uaited

Peoples Party) and its armed wing the Shanti Bahini
(Peace force ) had been fighting 2  guerrilla  war

against the army and groups of armed settlers,

The JSS announced unilateral cease fire on first
of August 1992 with a positive view to initiate a
peace process towards political solution of the crisis.
As a rosult the government agreed toa cease firein
the lator part of 1992. This happened due to intense
lobbying by the Jummas and mounting pressure on
the Bungladesh government from the internatianal
community, To date eleven rounds ef peace talk
have taken place between the Bangladesh government
Committes and ths JSS representatives in which the

J8S, came up with some concrete proposals. Despite
all these, the peace talks have made little progress
because of lack of sincerity om the part of the
Bangladesh government it seems. that the government
entered into this peace process to please only the
foreign donor countries and aid agencies. The pre-
sent peace endeavour, unless supported by the
international community, is unlikely to lead to an
early resolution of disputes. There has been nume-
rous complaints of cease fire violations committed

by Bangladesh Army.

Bangladesh made a deal with india in 1992 for
the repatriation of the Tumma refugees from Tripura
camps prior to political solution of CHT crisis. So

far, two batches, consisting of more then 900
families were repatriated to CHT, Upon their return

they found that their lands and villages were under
occupation by Bengali settlers and  the 16 point
package deal offer made by Bangladesh government
was not implemented. This also clearly iadicates
Government’s laek of credibility and sincerity for

peaceful resolution of the crisis.

Bangladesh government has kept up its operations
at a tremendous costs of its economic and social
health, To maintain a large security force in the
CHT, the government annually spends about 525
millions. Oboviously, thisis & very heavy burden
for a country struggling to fight poverty, It has
enabled the army to exert overwhelming influence
often with a crippling effect on the pelitical and
social life of the country. The violence and the
rapid militarization has deeply eff ected the conduct
the conduct and thinking of the average persens,

Due to unfavourable geographical location of the
CHT, the Jumma Nation remained backward and
isolated from the rest of the world. But the Jumma
peaples continug to campaign by regularly attending
many international meetings and conferences through
which they have been able to expose the human
rights abuses and put demand to the international
community. As a result many countries and organi-
sations are cxtending their support ] and showing
sympathy to the Jumma People. Now in many coun-
tries of the world, there are many groups formed
in support of the righteous demand of the Jumma
people. A historical initiative has also been under-
taken to convens an International Conference on
CHT in September 1995 in Bangkok, Thailand by
Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact ‘AIPP’, Asia Cultural
Ferum and Development (ACFOD), Japan Committee
on CHT Issue, Chittagong

Hill Tracts Campaign, South Asia Human Rights

Organising Committee
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Dozumentation Centre supported by the Asia Pacific The conference is to assess ard develop ways and
NGOs networks and many international erganisations, means for peaceful resolution of the CHT crisis.

® Sobolh Bikash Chakma

(&9 : CERAS NEWSLETTER
Vol .1, No, 4, 1995
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