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Durban, South Africa
September 6, 2001

PRESS RELEASE BY PCJSS & PEACE CAMPAIGN GROUP(DELHI)

RACISM & RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN BANGLADESH

Racism and racial discrimination is a dangerous enemy to
human human civilizations. It intends the destroy the
fundamental principles governing the order of a
democratic and -multi-cultural society. It tries to eliminate
the beauty and diversity of our mother-earth. It is a
challenge to the collective endeavors of the international
community to establish a world free from all forms of
human rights violation.

-Inter racial discrimination denies justice to other
heterogenous racial groups. It is a serious crime. The
indigenous Jumma peoples of Chittagong Hill Tracts.and
other parts of Bangladesh in general are subjected to
racial discrimination on the following three basis reasons.

Firstly, perverted Bengali nationalism:

There are 45 distinct indigenous . ethnic groups in
Bangladesh and they constitute about 1.5% (about 2
miillion) of the country's total population. The constitution
of Bangladesh is a racist constitution; it does not
recognise the existence of any indigenous peoples in the
country. Last year, in a statement, the ministry of External
Affairs said that there was no relevance of observing the
international decade of World's Indigenous Peoples(1995-
2004) in Bangladesh, as there are no indigenous peoples
in the country. This is legislative racial discrimination
against the indigenous peoples.

Thw perverted bengali natinalissm enshrined in the
constitution of Banglaedesh has engulf the indigenous
peoples resulting in the deniel of the indigencus peoples’
rights to self determination (political, economic and
cultural autonomy)} and land and natural resources. The
recist policies os the government have been manifested
in the forms of the militarisation, population transper and
forcible occupation of land,economic miginalisation,
domination, discrimination of education,employment,
sporsts etc, religious conversion,.and son against the
indigenous peoples.

In this context, it should be noted that the Government of
Bangladesh has failed to respect its obligations to the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace accord that was signed with
the Parbattya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti(PCJSS)
of the Chittagong Hill Tracts in 1997. As a result, the
indigenous people continue to be subjected to stite
sponsored viofations of human rights and to be deprived
of their fandamental rights to land and property. Under
development, poverty and lake of emloyment
oppurtunitycoupled with political and saocial instability are
gradually driving the indigenous people towards a
humanitarian dister. the international community should
take urgent and necesery measures for its remedy.

The education system of Bangladesh is mono-cultural. It
does not incorperate the traditional knowledge systems of
the indigenous peoples. Indigenous peoples have no
access to education in their mother tongues.

Secondly, religious extremism:

Part 1, Arlicle 2a of the Bangladesh constitution declares
Islam as a state religion and says that other religions may
be practiced in peace and hermony in the country. This

*

step has, in fact, left no scope for development of the
distinct religious belief systems of the indigenous peoples.

Thirdly, lack of democracy & education in human
rights:

The legacy of colonial and military rules is still rampant in
the governmental system in Bangladesh. Here there is no
healthy democracy and good governance. The
Bangladesh government has totally failed to put in practice
the Article 79 of the Vienna Declaration and Program of
Action adopted by the Worlkd Conference on Human:
Rights on 25 June 1993,

Ironically, most of the common people and law-enforcing
officials in bangladesh are unaware of the concept of
human rights due to lack of government initiatives in this
field. There is no national human rights commission in
Bangladesh to deal with cases of human righis violation.
Judicial inquiry commissions are set up occasionally to
investigate particular cases of human rights violation
against the indigencus peoples, but the commission
influenced by racist policies of the government never
coime up with the facts lied in such cases. Three typical
examples of such cases are: abduction of Ms. Kalpana
Chakma, organising Secretary, Hill Women's Federation
by a gang of Bangladesh millitary on 12 June 1996 an.
her subsequent disappearance, the deliberate killing of
Saontal leader Mr. Alfred Saren of Nogaon on 18 August
2000 by some Bengalis allegedly aided by a few police
officials and a Garo indigenous woman Ms. Gidita Rema
of <agantinagar on 20 March 2001.

Constitutionally and institutionally Bangladesh is a state of
one nation, one language and one religion. This structure
of the state has appeared as a serious threat to the distinct
identity of the indigenous peoples in Bangladesh.

The Parbatya . Chattagram Jana Sambhati
Samiti(PCJSS)and the peace campaign group urge the
WCAR to request the government of Bangladesh to bring
necessary amendments in the constitution of Bangladesh
with a view to constitutionally recognising the distinct
identity of the indigencus peoples and their rights to self-
determination and land and natural resources.

As a member state of the United Nations, the government -

of Bangladesh should respect the General Assembly
Resolutions 1804(XVIIl) of 20 November 1963 (United
Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination) and 2106 A (XX) of 21 December
1965 ( international convent on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination) of the United Nations as
well as the concerns expressed and recommendations
made by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination with regard to the indigenous peoples in
Bangladesh on 27 April 2001.

The WCAR needs to recommend all State to introduce a
compulsory subject on human rights in the educational
curriculum with a view to raising nation-wide as well as
world-wide awareness about human rights. Let us impart
human rights education to our teday's children for a
tomarrow's peaceful life.
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