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A genesis of the movement for self dete-
rminatin of the Jumma people of Chittagong
Hill Tracts and its future.

—>5Sree Ulttaran

Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), predominantly a
lend of ten ethnic national minorities of Chakma,
Murm4, Tripura. Chak, Murung, Khumi, Lushai,
Bowm and pankho and formerly a part of East Pakis-
tan (during the era of Pakistan) has become 2 part
of Bangladesh after its emergence as an independent
state in 1971. CHT is located between 21+—10" and
23—47 north latitude and between 91"—40° and
9242 East longitude, It roughly covers an area
of 5,138 sq. miles and is bounded on the north by
Tripura State of India ; on the South by Arakan Hills
of Burma ; on the East by Lushai Hills of Mizoram
and Arakan Hills of Burma and on the West by Chitia-
gong District. In 1947 during the birth of Pakistan
the ethoic population of CHT Comprised of 975 /. of
the total population and the Musliz papalation consti-
tuted 1'5 L, only Of the ten national minorities the
Chakmas, the marmas, the Murungs, the Khumis, the
chaks penfess Buddhism ; the Tripuras believe in Hin-
duism : the Lushai, the Bowms, the pankoos and the
Khyangs practice Christianity. Though these people
possess divarse national idantity, they hawve cultural,
religions and ethnic affinity among themssives guite
different from the Bzpgali Muslims, th2 ruling  and
dominant class in Baingladesh. The indigenous people

of CHT have bzen living
together without apy racial conflict,

side by side lor centuries
CHT is, basically,
the land of ten national minorities. They want to
maintain their distriet national, cuoltural and ethnic
identity and manilest in their own way,

It is irony of fate that the people of CHT sub-
jected to centuriés political, cconomic ane culiural
persecution during the British rule, the Pakistan rule
and now in the cruel hands of the extreme Bengali
duslim nationalistic and Islamic fanatic, Goverminent
of Bangladesh, they face total natienal extermination,
They have become a prey to racial discrimination in
the rands of Bangladesh Government, So, for guaran-
tecing the safeguards For national existance the people
of CHT have started movement for self détermination

Banzladesh. There

in the seventies after the birth of
fras been continuiog a struggle for national existance
and s21f determination by the pecple of CHT i one
hand and 2 war of total national oxtinction of the
neople of CHT by the G wvernment of Hangladesh on
the other. To davalap a profile of the causes of move-
ment and strugzle against the Government of TBanala-
desh by the people of CHT one should study the
pencsis of the movement and travers™ into  deeper

historic past of CHT. The peepls of CHT had bee:
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under the British rule, the Pakistan rule and at present
the rule of Bangladesh Government.
study of these three rules will reveal how the people of
CHT had been subjected to foreign domination and
their conditions deteriorated miserably with the pace

A comparative

of time. One will fiad that the struggle of the peonle
of CHT agzdin:t the Government of Bangladesh is not
a misnomer of Listorical event but a natural corollary

and cutburst of centuries suppressed sorrows of thou-

sandd of paaple

The =oomle of CHT had a fe unfattzred by foreiga
dumigztion befure the adveat of the British East India
company. The Cast India company had to engage
iato several bloed fued battles before subjugating CHT.
The first battle of the people of CHT with East India
company ensued in 1772 and subsequent battles in
1777, 1778, 1780 and 1782, In 1787 after about onefand
half decade of fighting the Chakma Raja, Jan Bux
Khan signed a pezace treaty in fort William, Calcutin,
Under this agreement the guasi-independent status of
CHT was recognised. CHT reduced into a tributory
state of British Indiain 1787, From 1787 to till 1860
the British Government did not intsrveme in the
internal administration of CHT. After 1860 and until
1900 the British Government administered CHT
through a szt of rules promulgated from time to time.
For the maintenance of discipline among the palice
personnsls CHT. Frontier police Regulation 11 of
1281 was promulgated on the Tth Decembzr, 18EL
For the gond Government of CHT, the CHT Regula-
tion wis promulgated in 1900. In the 1950 CHT
Regiulition it was elearly stated that ;—

*No person other than a4 Chakms. Mogh or a
member of apy tribe indigenous to CHT, the Lushni
Hiils, the Aralkan Hill Tracts or the State of Tripara
shall ¢ater or reside within CHT unless he is in  posse-
sion of @ peemit rranted by the Deputy Commissioner

at his disereticn®™  Thus, the 1200 CHT Regulation

=t

provided for limited Self Government by the people of
CHT and this was strictly followed by the administra-

ticn. The British Government divided CHT into throe
revenue circles namely, the Chakma circle, the Boh-
mong circle and the Mong circle each headed by a Raja
or chief in 1881, There were 33 blocks formed in

1880 for the census of 1591 and, had been constituted

permaneat divisions and were oalle d ‘'TALUK' in CHT.

Subsequently, these Taluks were sub divided iato

Mouzas or taxation areas, Administrative changer

were made in CHT under British rule ¢

(1) On 1921, the 1900 CHT Regulation was
amended to declare CHT a “BACKWARD TRACT' and
gave the Governor in council sole authority in the area,

(2) The 1935 Government of India Act created
CHT a totally 'EXCLUDED AREA" and so granted
further recognition to the special status of CHT.

The CHT Regulation could not meet up the aspira-
tion of the people of CHT. It made the Deputy
Commissioner so powerful that he could do or undo
everything. There was no provision for popular
representation in the affairs of CHT by the Regulation,
The chiefs of the three circles, the Headman in the
Mouza and Karbari (Head of the villagers) were key
links with the Deputy Commissiener and to the people.
The chief and the Mouza headman were the heredifary
representatives of the people nominated by the Deputy
Commisstoner at his discreation. The chief, the head
man and the Karbari were all self centered and zaided
by self intarests. Thus in the nam= of maintenance of

peaes and trampiing down the political consciousness
vf the people of CHT the British Goverment made a

typicul hereditary aristocracy or priviledged class in
the society. These typical aristocrats never paid atten-
tion to the general well being of the people and  were
puppets to the Deputy Commisioner, There was ban
on politics in CHT. By the 1900 Regulation of CHT
the Deputy Commissioner had the capacity and power



to arrest a person even carrying 4 ‘DAOQ’ er country
made iron instrument used for houscheld work, no
person was allewod to carry even a ‘DAQ" or a spear
by the 1900 Regulation of CHT, yet amidst of strict
political stringency and bareness there was formed a
political erganisation in the name of ‘CHAKMA
JUBAK SANGHA'in 1928 under the leadership of

Ghanashyam Dewan. It was a mile stone in arousing

political sentiment in CHT in later stages.

The British rule was over. The Indo-Pak sub
continent was divided into two deminions—India and
pakistan on 14th August, 1947 under the 1947 Act of
British Parliament, Pakistan dominion was to form
on the basis of Muslim majority areas or provincss,
while the Indian dominion with the mnon Muslim
majority areas on provinces af the then India. Paki-

stan was created as ‘Home "land' for the muslims.

CHT being a non-muslim majority area, its people
thought that CHT would be a part of India, & more
damocratic and secular state in relation to the unde-
mocratic and Islamic fanatic state of Pakistan. But
the result was® quite oppesite, Sir Cyrill Radcliffe,
Chairman of the Bengal Boundary Commission with
a stroke of pen trampled down the aspiration of
the people of CHT. The Bengal Boundary Commi-
ssion declared CHT as part of Pakistan on 17th
August, 1947 two days after the declaration of Pakistan
indenendence, Asa matter of fact. accerding to the
primary Survey reports of the ‘Boundary Cemmission*
CHT was to form a part of Indis, The mystery lies
in the fact that the district of Zira and Ferozpur
sub—division of Punjab, predominantly a sikh popu-
lated area fell in to the Pakistan as envisaged in the
early reports of Punjab Boundary Commission. As
the sikhs are a brave and warrior nation they might
not abide by the desision of thc Punjab Boundary
Commission if a part of sikh dominated area would

fall in to Pakistan, Lord Mouat Batten Governor

ye ¥ WY e Ao

general of the then India feared that the plan for
Indian division might go futile ; so he took it with
sarious concern.  There fore, lord MountBetten can-
sclled his primary plan and awarded CHT to Paki-
stan two days later after the declaration of Pakistan
indpendence in exshange of Zira district and Ferezpur
Sub-division with India. It was incompitable with the
India independence Act of 1947 by the British goveram-
ent, The people of CHT could not abide by the decision
of the Bengal Boundary Commission. ‘THE PEOPLES
ASSOCIATION’, a socio political organisation of
CHT under the leadsrship of Sncha Kumar Chakma
unfurled the Indian national flag on 15th August,
1947. The leadears of the peoples association formed
resistance squads to defy the decision of the Bengal
Boundary Commission, But all their efforts were
thwarted wheo the Baluch Regiment of Pakistan
Army entered into CHT aad proclaimed contrel
over the area. They lowered the Indian flag and
raised the flag of Pakistan on the 21st August 1947,
The cry of the people of CHT ecould mot raach the
deaf ear of the Indian national leaders. Thus, the
division of the sub—continent into India and Paki-
stan turned into a curse instead of blessings to the
people of CHT. It was better to remain under the
British rule for them, The division of the sub—con-
tinent had opened the darkest and most tragndiuus_'
chapter in the history of the people of CHT.

The Pakistan government could never see the
peeple of CHT in geod eyes. S»on after the indepen-
dence it repealed the CHT Frontier Police Regulation
I1I of 1881 and replaced it by the East Pakistan Police
Act. Pakistan gevernment though did not dare to
cease the 1900 Regulation of CHT it had maintained
grim view on the people of CHT, It considered the

indigenous people and especially, the Chakma people
as hostile clements and pro-Indian, Therefore, the

Pakistan Governments' ultimate aim was to exterminate

-
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the people of CHT through its SOCIO—POLITICAL
ECONOMIC POLICY.

designs, Pakistan Goverment brought some thousands
Pakistan

In implementing her brazen

of Muslims from other districts of East
into CHT as settlers in the early fifties in clear
violation of the principles and spirit of CHT Regula-
tion of 1900.

with the governments of Pakistan against her Conspi-

Thz prople of CHT lodged protest

ratory policy, Pakistan Government maintained deaf
ear’ althonzh, it suspended its Muslim  settlement
programme Tor the time being.  Buarring this, in order
to materialise its evil design and breaking down the
economic backbone of the people of CHT, Pakistan
Government in the name of industrialisation, built
a multipurpose Hydro- Electric Project at Kaptai on
the river Karnafuli in 1960. The reservoir created
by the Hydro electric project submerged 253 sq miles-
top class agricultural land that constitutes 40/, of
total cultivable land in CHT. The area affected by
the Karnafuli Project is the nueleus of CHT, By it,
one hundred thousand people were up-rooted from
their ancestral lands and were neither properly
compenswted or rehabilitated., In a publication of the
Far Eastern Economc Review in I980, it was amply
stated that % 31 millions was set aside by the Govern-
Only % 2.6 milions had

By Karnafuli project people

ment for rtehabilitation,
actuallv been spent.
became panicky and because of insecurity, finding
oo alternative morc than 40,000 people migrated to
India in 1964 more thaa 20,000 people migrated
to Burma in the same year, WNot satisfied with this,
Pakistan Government after an  an eadment of the
constitution in 1963 ceased 1he ‘EXCLUDED AREA
STATUS OF CHT" as granted under the Regulation
of 1900, What is more naked is that Pakistan Gover-
nment hit upon a surreptitious policy of depopula
ting the indigenous population of CHT by encoura-

w9

ging the settlement of Bengali Muslims in CHT from
other districts of East Pakistan. Consequently, Bengali
Muslim settlers in thousands streamed in to CHT
and begun to grab the lands of the indigenous people
in the midle and the last of sisties, In this way,
Pakistan Government had suceessfully materialised
its vilest SOCIO—POLITICAL—ECONOMIC POLICY
in exterminating the indigenous people of CHT.

The reaction of the people of CHT against the
uefarious policy of Pakistan was alarming, As 'a
result of repressive measures followed by Pakistan
Government, discontent and resentment was simmering
through out CHT. Educated people, in particular,
the students who had been imbibed with: modern
political cansciousness and thinking had thought of
ways of withstanding the repressive policy of Pakistan
Government. Manabendra Narayan Larma, President
and founder of the Jana Samhati Samiti ( The United
Peoples Party ) and Champion of national awakening
in CHT was a student leader in the early sixties.
He had to undergo detention for a protest against the
unjustified and improper Compensation and rehabili-
tation to the affected people of Karnafuli dam by
Pakistan Government in February 10, 1963. He
was rteleased from detention on March, 8, 1965,
After his release from detention, he centemplated in
the unification and organisation of hither to scattered
student Community of CHT. By his dynamic leader-
ship students and educated people became more and
more unified and Conscious of their centuries repre-
‘The Chittagong Hill Tracts
Tribal Students” Association’ which was reconstituted
in 1956 under the leadership of the then student
leader Ananta Bihari Khisa and Sudhakar Khisa

ssions in all spheres.

became more upifeid and organised in early sixties
under the leadership of M, N, Larma with a definite
political aim an objectd. ‘The Chittagong Hill Tracts



Tribal welfare Association was formed in 1966 under
leadership of Jyotirindra Bodhipriya Larma ( Santu
Larma ), younger brother of M. N, Larma, the present
leader of the Japa Samhati Samiti and Ananta Bihari
Khisa which served as a turning point in the emer-

gence of MNational sentiments of the people of CHT
in the later years. *The Chittagong Hill Tracts
Teachers® Association’ was also formed during this

time under the leadership of J, B Larma with definite
political aim and object. ‘Tribal Welfar Assoiation’

Contested in the East Pakistan Provinecial Agsembly
election held in 1970 in the name of 'Parbatiya

Chattagram Wirbachan Parichalana Committee’
(Chittagong Hill Tracts election organising Committee)

through which M. M. Larma contested from the
™orthern constituency and was elected with majority
votes as member of East Pakistan Provincial Assembly

( M.P.A.). The eclection organising committee of
CHT had 16 points demand in its election manifesto.

‘Autonomy with own legislature for CHT was the
main peint’,  This received wide support from the

pzople of CHT during the election. M. N. Larma
unequivocally raised the demand for autonemy for
CHT. Soon, the Bangladesh liberation movement took

a serious turn reaching its climax dramatically. After
March 26, 1971 the law and order situation in East
Pakistan entirely collapsed and the provincial Assembly
virtually ceased to function. Then M. N. Larma
organised the students and youths of CHT to join
Bangladesh liberation movement. But the Awami
League leadership with its ill motive pushed out the
people of CHT from joining the liberation movement,
Even Shree K, K. Roy ( uncle of Raja Tridiv Roy,
Chakma Chief) an Awami League candidate for 1970
East Pakistan Provincial Assembly election, when
crossed into India to join election movement was
arrested and insulted at Agartala in a Conspiracy by
H. T. Imam, the Deputy Commissioner of CHT and
a district Awami League leader md, Syedur Rehman,
Therefore, the future of CHT had to ponder over
the future of CHT again.
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The liberation movement of Bangladesh in 1971,
which ultimately resulted with the victory on 16th
December, 1971 and an independent Bangladesh came
into being. The victorious *Mukti Fauj’ ( Freedom
Fighters ) entered in to CHT with Vengeance and

Communal hatred, creating & reign of terror situation
through out CHT. The Mukti Fauj fellupon the in-

noceat tribal people, killing, looting, arsoning and
raping women, burning houses and villages, victimising
and terrorising the inhabitants who were forced to

take refuge in the jungles. Wide range discontent and
unrest that resulted from terror through out CHT

let loose by the Mukti Fauj, forced the people to asse-
mble into a Common political platform with the for-
mation of JANA SAMHATI SAMITE ( The united

Peoples Party ) on February 15, 1972 under the leader
ship of M. N, Larma.

Raja Maung Prue Sein Chowdhury, Mong Chief,
the then Adviser to Bangladesh Government on tribal
affairs and M. N. Larma, President and leadsr of
Jana Samhati Samiti led a delegation to Sheikh
Mujibur Rehman,  Prime Ministar of Bangladesh on
Febraary 15, 1972 in  protest
and atrocities Committed by the Mukti Fauj in CHT

against Mass killings

and placed bzfore him a four point Memorandum
demanding autonomy for the pzople of CHT. The
four points were @
1) CHT will be an autonomous Region with its
own legislature |
2) For the safeguard of the rights of the Jumma
people a Statutory Provision must be guar
anteed in the Constitution similar to the CHT
Regulation of 1900

3y Administrative set op of the tribal Chiefs be

retained
4) There must be a Constitutional provision with

a guarantee that no constitutienal amend

ment on matters relating to CHT will be

made without the priorr consent of the people
of CHT.
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M.N Larma led another delegition to the
Bangladesh Draft Constitution Framing Committee
on April 24, 1972 with a view to placing before

it a memorandum containing five point demand
which includes & demand for Regional autonomy
with its own legislatrue for the people of CHT

and to see there poinis are enshrined in the consti-
tution, The impact was that Sheikh Mujib refused
to accept M. N. Larma's demands. [nstead, he

forbade M. N. Larma not to meddle with affairs
of CHT. He threatened him with dire consequences

and told him that one milliocn  Bengali Muslims
would be sent to CHT, DBut M. N, larma was
not a man to be seared. In 1972 Bangladesh
constitution was framed. The Awami League
gowwernment ceased the existance of separate status
of CHT in its constitution. Under the guise of
democracy, Mationalism, secularism and socialism

the nutiopality for the people of Banglidesh was
made to be as Bengali though there are various
nutional minoritics who are not Beppalis and have

a8 distinct culture and
M. N, Lirma was
Bangladesh  Parlixment in its
March 7,1973% The Japa

election manifesto  declared fifteen
including Regional autonomy  with

language of their own.
elected as member of the
first election held in
Samhati Samiti in its

pnint  demand
senarate  lemis

lutura for CHT anl on the basis of these points
M.N. Lirm: wwm a lwmislida

election. M. ™. L .rm1 opposed in the parliament,

victory in the

for nutiopal
He claimed :

Minoritics being called as Bengalis.
“A Bengali can never be a Chaukma

and vies—recs™ reiterated the dema-

He stronely
nd for awtonomy for the peopls of CHT, analvsing

their  szpirate  history,  distinct  culture, ethaoic

identity und centuries old political, cultural and

cconommic problem of CHT., But ell his efforts

ended in failure and he was termed as separatist and

hostile to government of Bangladesh.

When the constituticnal movement ended in

failure, the only means to safe guard the national
of the people of CHT
M. N, Larma, J.
other top members

existance was through

B. Larma, and
Samhati Samiti
and the Hill Students Association were all dismayed

and gave up hope for
txistance through

armed struggle.

of the Jana

guaranteeing  mational
constitutional process. They all
agreed to take up armed struggle in order to achieve
its right from Bangladesh Government. An armed
wing of Jana Samhati Samiti was created under the
name of Shanti Bahini ( PEACE FORCE ). It
was due to M. N. Lirma’s strong leadership and
organising capacity that the people of CHT were
unified within a short period, He had to manceuvre
beth constitutional and unconstitutional *movement
during the first phase of il, He was able te draw
the attention and support from the people for armed
struggle for the right of self—determination for the
people of CHT. A parallal administration was set

up in CHT. The movement took a new shape.
In the meantime, Sheikh Mujibs government

in a bid to forestall the arrest of the movement of
the people of CHT has started iacreasing the
number of its police posts and deployed the army,
BDR, BRP and other para military forces in the CHT

Thousands of innocent people and many party
workers were victimised duz to brutal suppression forces.

By this time, the Sheikh Mujib Government started

bringing thousands of Bengali Muslim families in to
CHT from other districts of Banzladesh with a sinister
motive to outnumber the indigenous population of
CHT. Regime of Sheikh Mujb did not last long, He
wes toppled and killed in a bloody Coup in August
15, [975 by the Army. Martial law was proclaimed
throughout the country.  After wareds, a delegation
consisting of 67 representatives from CHT on Novem-
ber 19, 1975 called on President Justice A. § Sayem
and submitted « memorandum to him reiterating the

demand for regional autonomy. But the attempt was
a fisco.
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After As. Ziaur Rehman became
the President of Bangladesh, He kept the flow
of infiltrating Bengali Muslims in to CHT till he
was killed in an abertive Coup in -198]1, Then Came
Abdus Sattar as President of Bangladesh. During
his Tenure infiltration of Bengali Muslims was carried
out more nakedly, Abdus Sattar was toppled by
Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad in a bloodless coup in March
24, 1952 and Martial law was declared throughout
the country. Thus it is evident that from Ziaur
Rehman to H. M., Ershad—
ruled by successive military juntas and some times
with a titular President as Head of the State but

Sayem Maj, gen.

Bangladesh has heen

themselves remaining as Chief Martial law Admini-
strator of the Country Both the generals and their
Governments persued the repressive policy in CHT
like the Awami League Government in the past and
even surpass the Awami Leagne vegime in its hrutality
and barbarity. In suppressing the movement in
CHT both Ziaur Rehman and H. M. Ershad institu-
ted their most destructive and heinoos SOCIO—ECO-
NOMIC—POLITICAL—MILITARY policy in CHT.
The characteristics of this policy may be summed
up 1—

13 The Bangladesh Military junta wants to solve
the political problem of CHT. militarily by imposing
its military & para-military forces. Tt has set up
as many as 3 ( three ) full fledged captonment, one
Naval Wase at Dhalyachari, | Kaptai), one School
of Jungle warfare at Mahalchari, 43 Army Camps.
30 BDR Camps, 33 APB Camps, 49 BRP and Ansar
Camps, in addition to 28 police stations.
ted that, near about 60,000 Army BDR, APB, BRP,
Police, Ansars and Village Defence forces have been

It is estima-

deployed in different strategic places of CHT.
2) The Bangladesh Government in order to
exterminate the people of CHT has been pursuing
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scharched Earth pelicy through out CHT, Two high
ranking army officers in May 25, 1979 in a public
attended by Abdul Awwal,
then Commissioner of Chittagong Division, Ali Haider
Khan, then Deputy Commissioner of CHT and other
dignitories of CHT, declared— “We want only the
land and not the people of CHT.”
with the remark made by the two army officers, the

gathering at Panchari

In consonance

very policy of the military junta Came in to effect
BDR, BRP and other para-
military forees on the innocent pzeple of CHT bring-

by unleashing its army,

ing untold miseries due to atrocities and tortures,
indiscriminate mass Killing. raping of woman &
cutting of their breasts, Cordoning, arrests & interro-
gation, abduction, pillage, arson, ransacking of religions
temples, encagement of Villagers in  Concentration
Camps in the name of ideal villages, Joutha Khamars
( Joint Farming ) better known as strategic village
nearly the Camps where the security forces rape the
tribal women, flogging, electric shocks, hanging upside
down, pouring water through the nose and mouth till
suffocation, throwing into muddy pits, pinching needles
in t» fingzrs, putting grinded p2pper water in the
eyes, setting lighted match sticks in the body and
with holding food and water while in their custody,
All these are but begzar descriptions.

3) The military juata is determined to carry out
genocide in CHT in collaboration with Bengali Mus-
lims settlers and to settle more of Bangaii Muslim
population in the tribal lands. The massacres hy
the Bangladesh Army and para-military forces are
as follows—the Kalampati Massacre under Rangati
P. §. in March 25 1980; the Feni valley Massacre in
Movember,
the Bhusan chara, Tarengya ghat, gorosthan, Choto-
Harina, Bhusan Bag, Head Bhoria Massacres in May

31, 1984 undar P.5 Barkal cost more than two thou-

1981 under Ramgarh Sub division and
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sand lius

by Brapdii Muslims,

Fhyasands  of peopl: were burnt to ash=s with all thair bzloagings

]

Their tarm lands were oecupied

The Kalampati massdere was immadiately visited by an enguiry team of puarliamentarians

Bhusan chara genocide

Consisting of Shahjehan Siraj M P, Rashed
Khan Menon, M P, and Upendra Lal Cha-

kmi, M P from CHT northern Constituency who
commanted after their visit that the massacre wasa
brutal one and Bangludesh Government had cons-
pired it and responsible forit. As aresult of Co-
ordinated attacks by thz Army and Bengeli Muslim
settlers during the Feni Valley operation in 1951
nearly tweaty thousand people were forced to take
refuge in ladia for life security, After a Dbilateral
talx betwezn India and Bangladesh, these Chakma,
Marma & Tripura refugees were to be repatriated on
a guarant:z of life security, dus Compensation,
return of their farmlands foreibly occupied by Bengali
“Jusitms,  But on their repatriation back to their
hon: the lound that Bingladesh Government did
not honour thz terms of the ugreemeat,  As a result
of Bhusan Chara aad H:d Bhoria massacres  the
Chakma refuzees in Mizoram ol India are still passing
their lives in miszrable conditions under malnutrition
and with uncertainty in refugee Camps.

4) The Military junta has been pursuing a

pelicy of religious and social persecution i CHT

systematically, law enforcing forces ramsacked and

desecrated scores of Buddhist temples— plundered
the property of ths temples, images & statues of lord
Buddha were kicked broken, Buddhist monks were
tortured and forced to perform ‘Namaj' ( Muslim
Prayer ) ia the name of Allah and threatened them
for propagating Buddhism and pressurise them to
accept Islam. The people of CHT are not allowed
to perform social rituals, There are restrictions in
the remote areas for performance of social rituals,
Even for cremition Ceremony permission is required
from law eaforcing authorities, Large gathering is
strictly prohihired, Anyone performing such social
rites without their knowledge, the law enforcing
furves LS L f[ire on ihe g:ulmrin", Thers has been
amy incidents— Oas such incident vecured where a
4 uzhter of a Primary School teacher named Binakar
cnakmae of Panchari, was killed when the security
firces opeaed fire at such gathering indiscriminately

in [984.
5) Bargladesh Government has made a secret
plan to preach Islam and with this in view, it has

buiit Islamic Preaching Centre (IPC) and Islamic culture
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ceatre ( 1CC) at Rapgamati with the money received
from Saudi Arabia and other [slamic Countries of
the world. The Islamic Preaching Centre in CHT
which is entrosted with the responsibility of [s-
lamising the indigenous people of CHT, in the name
of welfire and helping the people Compels and forces
them to attend the Islamic Cdngregations, distribute
food and clothes, furnish Clubs with books on Isla-
mic cultures ete, As asign of religions intolerance
towards other religions shows on Islam with vulgarity
towards other religions, are shown on videos and
loud speakers are used in giving their Islamic sermons
against other religions in the villages violating the
human rights of the indigenous people. Hundreds
of Moasgiss hiwe been built pompously in CHT,
Millisns of Takas are being spent for the propagation
of Islam in CHT.
Financial hzlp if they embrace Tslam. They are also

Many people are lured with

Farcibly converting them to [slam. -The military junta
has in a secret briefing given & green signal to army
Officers and soldiers and the Bengali Muslim settlers
to marry the voung gicls of the indigenous people of
CHT either through enticement or by abduction and
introduced inter-marriage between the Beagali Muslim
settlers and the indigenous people of CHT after con-
version to Islam, This would ultimately destroy the
ethnic entity of the indigenous people of CHT, Ttis
notewoarthy that a fanatic and Communal minded
Bangladesh Army officer at Dighinala Cantonment
in 1973 named 1t

boys and girls students of Dighinala High School and

Kabhir lined up the teachars and

said, *There will bz born Bengali Muslim child in
the womb of every tribal women of CHT * Conse-
quently, hundreds of tribal pirls and women were
abducted, raped and kidnapped by sccurity forces and
Bengali Muslim  infiltrators,

6) Fconomic blokade is another form of
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oppression. To create actifici al food crisis, the law
enforeing authurities put embargn on the movemesnt
of food grains and other items of daily use in CHT.
Check posts in  strategic places away from Ranga-
mati have been set up to stop the movems=nt of essential
goods. People are not allowed to  purchase life
saving drugs and other medicines. Many people died
for want of madicine, Peapla are required to carry
cards to buy any item that excseds more than one
kilogram in guantity and obtain permission from the
law enforcing authorities. The commadities —Rice,
edible oil, salt etc,

Government's policy.

are always in scarcity due to

7} In the name of development of communi-
cations in CHT Ruinegladash hais bailt rosd network
in strategic plices for the guick deployment and
movement of its Army and dzeper pensteation in to
remote areas with the help of Asian Development
Bank.

different Countrids and agenciss most of which is

The monctary aid or loan that comes from

spent on military purpose in CHT. It has nothing
to do with the develapment of CHT and ire people.
The money 18 sp=nt far th: settlement of Bengali
infiltrators in CHT.

®) Foreign journalists, tourists and even Bang-

CHT

Muslim

ladesh journalists are provibitad to wisit thz
There is strict censorship with regird to CHT, us
repression and oppression heing prrpstrated on the
people of CHT by Banglilssh Goveramaat and alsn
in fear of the truth about s:/f-determinations for
the people of CHT mizht b p'tizii-d in the ae vs
items.

Y) Bangladesh military . junta implemented its
‘ DEPOPULATING AND LAND GRABBING
POLICY™ against strong opposition by the people of
CHT and underminiog iaternitionil epinions and of

world coascience more nakadly, THE ANTI-SLAV-
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ERY SOCIETY ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND
DEVELOPMENT SERIES 1984 under caption “THE
CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS MILITARISATION
OPPRESSION AND THE HILL TRIBES" unear-
thed the fact that President Ziaur Rehman presided
at a secret meeting in 1979 during which it was
decided to  settle 30,000 Bengali Muslim families
during the following year in CHT, Aceordiug to US
AlD " United Stutes Agency for International Deve-

lopment )

decided 1o settle [00,000 Rengali Muslims in the Tirst

in July 1980, the Bangladesh Gowvermnent

phasz of this scheme,
it came into light that Bangladesh Government in

meeting on 3-10-1952
the .Chief

mortial law Adminirstator. Dhaka, under the Chair-
manship of President H, M, Ershad under took the

its counctl eommitiee secret
at  10*00 hours &t the secretariat of

fallowing wgendum—
ALLOCATION OF AN ADDITIONAL FUND
OF TK. 5CRORES FOR SETTLEMENT OF 20,200

MORE LANDLESS FAMILIES FROM THE NEXT
DRY SEASON,

THE PROPOSAL IS APPROVED. THE MINI-
STRY OF FINANCE AND PLANNING WILL
PROVIDE THE REQUIRED ADDITIONAL FUND
IN THE CURRENT YEAR'S BUDGET,

The ministry of Home Affairs and the ministry of
Finanee ang Plapning in their action taken in  the
implementation of the programme states |

SETTLEMENT OF LANDLESS FAMILIES IN
CHT AND BANDARBAN WAS STARTLED IN
THE YEAR 1979 WITH THE MAIN OBIECT OF
INCREASING THE NUMBER OF BENGALI
SETTLERS IN THE-LE TwWO DISTIICTS. THE
SECOMD PHASE PROGRAMME WAS STARTED
IN O JUNE 1981 WITH A TARGET OF SETTLING
40000 FAMILIES ( APPROXE 200,000 perscuns )

ge

PHASE WISE POSITION AT A GLANCE AT COL-
UMN—5

&) ll B T ® 1
s No. of | No. of | No. of.
Phase | families | families families
|_scttled deserted Present
wss «»s | |8 phase EEIS 20531 | 25.562
1 2nd phasel 16700 | 4, 769 1 11,940
v BT 34 7,550
52,808 7736 45052

In July, 1982 athird phase of Bengali seitlement
was decided in the council Committee secret meeting
at CMLA’S Seeretariat, Dhaka under which a fur-
ther of 250,000 Bengalis were to be transferred in
CHT,

In a secret meeting of the {council Committes
held on 27-9-1983 at 10°00 hours at the CMLA'S
Secretariat, Dhaka  under the chairmanship of Presi-
dent H. M. Ershad the following agendum was under-
taken,

SETTLMENT PROGRAMNE FOR NON-TRI-
BALS FOR 1953—R4,

THE SETTLEMENT PROGRAMME OF 1983—
84 FOR 15000 FAMILIES WAS APPROVED.
DETAILED PROPOSALS WITH REQUIREMENT
OF FUNDS AND FOOD GRAINS IN THIS
REGARD WILL BE SUBMITTED BY COMMSSI-
ONER, CHITTAGONG DIVISION, THROUGH
THE G, 0, C, 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION,

Bangladesh Government's policy of Bengali Mus-
lim Settlement programme in CHT Continues in the
current year 19835, It is calculated that Bangladesh

Government brought about half milion Muslims
from other parts of Bangladesh after its independence
into CHT. This oumber of Bengali Muslims does
¢ ot include those who have already infiltrated during

Vakistan period. For the security



of these jllegal Benpgali Muslim settlers. Bangladesh
BDR, APB, BRP,
gnd Ancar Camps, Bungladesh Government has forme-

Giovernment has set up Army,

ed the Yillage Defence “Party by training up the
Muslim settlers with weapon handling and armed them
in arder to liguidate the indigenouns people of CHT.
As a testimony to this, Bangladesh Government n
its council Committee secret meeting held on 3 10-19-
82 at 1100 hours ai the CHLA'S Szcretariet, Dhaka,
uader the chairmanship of President H. M, Ershad
to issue ‘303 Rilles to the truined ¥V D P persounels
instead of shot guns,

Being armed and backed by armed forees and the
paca-military, the Beagali Muslims settler have startal
evicting the fadigenous people from  iheic ancescai
home lind. More than 6L of the standing arab!s
lunds owned by the indigonous people of CHT have
been grabbod by the Bengali Mushim  seulers with
Guovernment backing, When the poor and  helpless
people of CHT approach the liw enforciog auth-
writies for justice they are driven out mercilessly
with beatings, harrassments and filthy abuses, Lhere
have been gquite a number of commiunal 1lots created
by the Bengali Muslim settlers at the instigation of
the Bangladesh administration, Thousapds of indi-
genous people have been uprovied due 1o communul
riots by Mushm settlers und  have become landless
and living 1n the jungles for lack of security  and
living a sub-human life.  FEvery year so maoy people
wre dying of starvation in these reiiole sredas to wich
the Bangludewa Govennmeat rehdan 4 susB1 specta-
o without any syimpathy o hoemanidy (or thiese
suffering people whose iands have been forcibly occu-
mied by the Bengali Mushim settlers,

i) Bungladesh Government's policy is to bring
a todal collap=e of the econuvmic foundation of 1he
indigenous

peopie by  implemerting offorestation
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programme by the forest Department.  The Jhumiss

{ Shifting cultivators ) who survive only through
slash and buro system of cultivation as there is scarcity
ol plain land for cultivation, have been deprived becu-
use of planting seedlings in 1UUG sq miles areas during
a period of twenty years. In ddditwoas to this, Bangld-
desh Government 1o 1913 with assistance from Asian
Pevelopment Bank hus ander taken # pian for alfore-
stetion of about 8000 arees of land slopes with
estimuted expenditure of $ 4°33 miilon, The area
covers western side of the river Chengi from Mohul
ciari to Pauchai,  Ultimately, the people made [and
less and finding no other source fur Cultlvation,
would be turned jo to Cooliesy Lubourer. ) in thew
Guovernmient made gardens and [urests.

Thus, Bangladesh Government through its Soeio
Ec¢onomic —politicel and military policy in CHT Ll
murgiiscised the people of CHIY poliicaily, sovially,
ecotaically and wbove all ethaically, There is racial
discrimination in CHT by Bangladesh administration
and it has declared an ethnocidal war on thh indgga-
nous people of CilT. And yver it has failed o break
down the morales of the pecple of CHI, During
more than a decade of struggle for national existunce
and  sell-determivation, the Juna Samhati Samiti is
infiicted heavy casualtics on the Bangladesh forces,
Fundreds of Bangludesh forces were killed in the
hauds of the Shanhati Bahini in clestes.  The Party
was on ihe way with its power of exerting massive
pressére  on the Bangladosh  Government, &t that
mwanent thers cam: a serious blow wich shook 1he
party leadership znd the whaole party at ths treacnery
ui few power huagry conspirators wiithin the party.
In 1982, a few corrupted and insctive workers who
could not k:t;p pace with the changed situation and
wearied of the movement. became prey to a conspiracy

at home and outside to bafflle the movement,
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They wanted a quick solution of the political
problem of CHT which is far away f{rom the reality
of the ground and very much irrational and mecha-
nical, The conspirators being Bhabotosh Dewan
( Giri ), Priti Kumar Chakma ( Prakash ), Debajyoti
Chakma ( Deben ) and Trivangil Dewan ( Palash )
were the gang leaders of the conspiracy and revolted
party.
the workers and tried to usurp the leadership of the
As the suicidal
civilwar goes on the dissidents were onthe verge of

against the They misguided a section of

party even through armed means.

loosing the battle when they approached Ffor peace.
For the greater interest of the nation and our party
an agreement was reached with the dissidents on
the principle of '‘FORGIVE & FORGET' on lst Oct.
1983,
in & surprise attack on the Tactical Head Quarters on
10th Novebmer, 1983 killed our beloved Party leader
Mansbendra Narayan Larma along with eight of his
The noble death of M, N. Larma as
it were, a rising Sun set before noonm and a bright
stur has fallen from the sky of CHT. The posterity

But the trajtors with their treacherous motive,

Co-workers.

will pav homage to him as long as the history of the
peaple of CHT exists for his greatest contribution
to th: moevment, The situation was at its worst after
the death of M. N. Larma.

Larma { Santu Larma } being founder member of the

Tyotirindra Bodhipriva
party and builder of Shanti Bahini took the leader-
ship of the Party, The bleod feud inner party
struggle with the treacherous dissidents reached its
highest peak. I. B. Larma who had been working as
right hand of M. N, Larma took the helm of the
party very courageously, [Itis due to his strong,
farsighted and aboveall his dynamic leadership the
civil war ended within a short period of time, The
dissidents suffered serious defeat politically and mili-
tarily andfinding no other alternative and having made

another conspiracy surrendered to the Bangladesh
Government on 29th April, 1985 to give another blow
to the movement. After the surrender of the dissi-
dents, the movement for slf-determination | seemed
to get a new life frem its impending death. The Jana
Samhati Samiti is determined to reach its goal, By
the unconditional surrender of the dissidents to the
Bangladesh Government, it has been exposed to the
people of CHT that it was the evil design of Bangla-
desh Government and plot in conspiracy with the
gang leaders Bhabotosh, Priti Kumar, Debajyoti and
Trivangil to destrov the movement for self-determi-
nation of CHT. The history shall not forgive them
for their treachery to the pation, The dissidents
would be thrown over as garbage in the history of
CHT. The Jumma peonie of CHT have taken a
lesson from these traitors who stabbed the nation
from the back by killing our beloved leader, pioneer
of our movement. The Jumma people and the party
are determined to carry out the struggle till the
achievemnent of self-determination for CHT under the
dynamic leadership of J. B. Larma. The movement
is spreading far and wide. Different Humanitarian
organisations of the world such as—AMNESTY IN-
TERNATIONAL, SURVIVAL INTERNATIONAL,
ANTEISLAVERY  SOCIETY, INTERNATIONAL
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION, BANGLA-
DeESH PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT-
{U. K.). THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION,
U. N. O. HUMANITY PROTECTION FORUM
{ INDIA ) and other humanitarian

loving people of the world have become much vocal

and freedom

against the ruthless suppression and repression of the
people of CHT., It is true that Bangladesh being
the chairperson of the Human Rights Commission
U. N, O. has lost asense of justice and conscience.
Bangladesh is trying to put down the movement for
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self-determination in CHT and trampling down the
humanity by killing thousands ol inoocent people in-
discriminately, Therefore, in protecting the right of
the indigenous people and to save them from total
abroad,
from the U.N. O., and Humanitarian organisations

extermination pressures from home and
pressures from different aiding countries should be
exerted on Bangladesh Government to accept the
justful demands of the people of CHT. The people
of CHT make a fervent appeal to the world consci-
ence for anurgent international ( U. N. O.) interve-
ntion upon Bangladesh ( & signatory to the inter-
national convention on elimination of all forms of
racial discrimination signed on 4th January, 1969 )
whieh violates fundamental human rights in CHT by
killing, arresting, raping, arsoning etc.

Without traversing into the root and deep prob-
lems of CHT, the pelitical parties and the people of
Bangladesh have termed the people of CHT as  scessi-
onists and hostile to Bangladesh Government, But
the people of CHT never started a scessionist move-
ment, They have been fighting apgainst centurics
old political, economic and socio-cultural problems.
In fact, the political parties of .Bangladesh have a
role to play in bringing about a solution of the pro-
blem of CHT politically.  Therefore, the people of
CHT cherish and earnestly hope for a cerrect re-
evaluation of the political deadlock regarding CHT

o8 A(8Y7 "o ogard

by the political parties of Bangladesh through creating
opinion and pressures so that Bangladesh Govern-
ment may realise the justful political soultion of CHT

is in the greater interest of the people of CHT alone.
Thirteen years ago the Jana Sambati Samiti

which was formed on the principles of nationalism,
Democracy, secularism and social justise, has shoul-
dered the responsibility of achieving right of self-deter
mination in CHT. It has gone threugh many ups
It has overcome the darkful days of
the civil war doe to its strong and able leadership.

and downs.

The Bangladesh Government violates international
obligations and fundamental human right, The Jumha

historical
Realisation
for & political settlement of the problem of CHT and

people of CHT are but performing their
responsibility against total extinction,

guaranteeing the rights constitutionally, self-determi-
nation to the Jumma people of CHT is the centuries

old problem of CHT.

The history which is being written with the stain
of blood of the Jumma people of CHT shall not wither
away easily. The strugele for self-determination to
safe goard the national existance and solidarity of the
motherland of the Jumma people against the extreme
Bengali Muslim npationalistic and Islamic Fanatic
extremism of Bangladesh, shall continue unabated

till the last drop of blood of the Jumma people of
Chittagong Hill Tracts uader the leadership of Jana
Samhati Samiti,
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Secret Memorandum

Memo. No. 665—C
To
Wb isansisiabsisuss
Commissioner
Chittagong Division.

It has been declared that landlessiriver erosion affected people from
your district will be settled in the Chittagong Hill Tracts ( CHT ). The
settlement will be done in selected Zones and each family will be given Khas
land free of Cost according to the following scale :(—

Plain land—2. acres
Plain and bumpy land—4 acres
Hilly land—>5 acres.

It has been decided that you will send 5,000 families.
You are requested to collect particulars of intending and suitable families
from the Chairman of the concerned umion parishad and furnish list to
the Deputy Commissioner, CHT, through a special messenger by the 30th
Sept. 1980 at the latest..............
It i3 desire of the Government that the concerned Deputy Commissio-
ner, will give priority to the work and make the Programme a success.

e B8 Government.
CHITTAGONG Saifuddin Ahmed
DIVISION.
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..Secret
The Government of the People
Republic of Bangladesh.
Office of the Deputy Commissioner, CHT
Memo. No 1025(1)C Dt. Rangamati
From: Mr. Ali Haider Khan
Deputy Commissioner,
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

To
Sub—Settlement of land less
non-tribal families in
CHT—Z2nd phacse.

With reference to our discussion in Dacea 21, 8. 80 and reference to the Chittagong
Division Commissioner’s letter No. 66 (1) Cdt. 4.9, 80 on the above noted subject, [
furnish below a guide line regarding the programme of settlement of landless non-tribal
families from other districts in CHT,

1. Selecticn of families should be completed by 20th Oct, 80,

2. The Chairman of the Union Parishad Coancerned will issue identity cards to the
selected families in the form enclosed at annexure { A )

B A e R e R v

4. At the reception centre an officer will take care of the scttlers and will make
arrangement for their journey to rehabilitation blocks.

5. At the reception centre settlers will be given taka 200/- per family and on their
arrival at rehabilitation  blocks they will be paid another instalment of Taka 3508/—,

Aftcr that, cach family will be given further grants... - «ec cer 0 e o

6. In rehabilitation blocks each family will be settle with Khas land at the follow-
ing rate '—
1} Five acres hilly land,
2} 25 acres paddy land.

3) Four acres bumpy land.

sd/f
Ali Haider Khan

D.C
Chittagong Hill Tracts,
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The Government of the People
Republic of Bangladesh.
Office of the Deputy Commissioner, CHT
Memo. No 1025(1)C Dt. Rangamati
From: Mr. Ali Haider Khan
Deputy Commissioner,
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

To

Sub—Bettlement of land less
non-tribal families in
CHT—2nd phase.

With reference to our discussion in Dacca 21, 8, 80 and reference to the Chittagong
Division Commissioner's letter No. 66 (1) Cdt. 4.9, 80 on the ahove noted subject, I
furnish below a guide line rtegarding the programme of settlement of landless non-tribal
families from other districts in CHT,

I. Selection of families should be completed by 20th Oct. 80.

2. The Chairman of the Union Parishad Concerned will issue identity cards to the
selected families in the form enclosed at annexure ( A)

3 SERmmEma e R BEE R L T T LT I T T S e

4, At the reception centre an officer will take care of the scetlers and will make
arrangement for their journey to rehabilitation blocks.
5. At the reception centre settlers will be given taka 200/- per family and on their

arrival at rehabilitation  blocks they will be paid another instalment of Taka 508/—,

6. In rehabilitation blocks each family will be settle with Khas land at the follow-
ing rate -—
1y Five acres hilly land,
2) 25 acres paddy land.
3) Four acres bumpy land.

o new Y " L aam B i an we wEw mam . am I e ane

sd/
Ali Haider Khan
DrC
Chittagong Hill Tracts,
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Government of Bangladesh
office of the Deputy Commissioner,
Jessore.

Relief Daptt.
Memo No—I1295/PR Date—25. 11, 81

To
The office-in-Charga,
Haji Camp, Chittagong.
Sub— Settlement of non-tribal landless families in Chittagong
Hill Tracts.
Ref :— Divisional Commissioner, Chittagong, D.O. No. 596/C
Dated,—25. 7. 8l

3 ( three) families consisting 16 ( sixteen ) members whose
petition with photograph have been duly attested are proceeding to Haji
Camp Chittagong for their rehubilitation Chittagong Hill Tracts.

The families being landless deserves rehabilitation.

Name of Head Neo. of members
of the family
1y Md. Azizur 6 ( six ) members.
2) Md. Abdul Barik 3 (three "
3y Md. Moslem Ali 7 (seve_n} »
16 (sixteen )
M. I Khin ~
23/11/81 L B |
I V
B
For Deputy commissioner
Jessore,

RA3.01.87
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DECISIONS

508 HUEYE -9 Ml

10) Additional supplies of medicine in CHT and
Bandarban districts,

—Additional medicine supplies
to all the 21 Union medical
centres in settlement areas
should be ensured,

..................... B T T L T e e —

A e e e ] R O R T S e S S S S L R R

24) Provisions of shot guns to the VDPS trained

from among the ssttlers of CHT and Bandarban dis-
tricts.
—Instead of shot guns, 303

Rifles should be issued to
the trained VDTs, Require-
ment of Rifles should be
Communicated by the Co-
mmissivner, Chittagong Di-
vision/HQ, 24, Infantry
Divission to the Army Head

Quarters.
25) Allocation of additional fund of TK.6 crores

for settimeat of 23, 230 more landless families from

the next dry season.
—The purpese is approved.

The Ministry of finance &
Plaonicg will provide the
required additional fund in
the current year budget.

O R L e

Sdj
H. M. Ershad
NDC, PSc
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL
Chief Martial Law Administrator
&
Chairmen

Council Committee on CHT,
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DECISIONS

7) Administration of settlement” Zones in CHT and

Bandarban districts.

—MNecessary funds shuld be pro-

8) Continuation of T.

vided by the H/O Home
Affairs for training VDP mem-
bers from amongst the settlers.
R.to settlers of second phase

beyond one year at hlaf the prescribed rate,

— a) Test Relief will be provided

at the rate of 75, wheat
and 25/, rice,

b) Test Relief to settlers of

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

the Ind phase at the rate
of 50,/ will bp extended for
-another period of six mooths
with effect from 1-7-83.

25) Approval of school and appointment of Primary
school teachers in settlement Zone areas.

b}

Teachers froro among the settl-
lers should be appointed in the

settlement Zones by relaxing the

prescribed  qualifications, if
pecessary such teachers appoi-
oted -----------=--—~- should not be

92

transfered outside ths districts
of CHT and -Bandarben for
ohvious reasons,

B L T e T R R P e T T

e EE L L e R

Sdf H. M. Ershad
NDC, PSC,
Chief Martial Law Administrator
&
Chairman
Council Committee on CHT,
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DECISIONS
SECRET

L, SETTLEMENT PROGRAMME FOR NON TRI-
BALS FOR 1988—B4:

—The settlement programme of

1983-84 for 15,000 families was

approved, Detailed proposals

with requirements of funds

and food graing in this regard

will be suobmitted by the

Commissioner, Chittagong Di-

vision through the GOC, 24

Infaptry Division. Additional

fund for the purpose, if

requircd, will be alloted by



o

the Finance Division,

Sd/

H, M. Ershud
MNde, Psc
Lieutenant General
Chief Martial Law Administrator
&
Chairman
Council Committee on CHT.
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