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* “Indigenous communities, peoples and nations are those which having a historical continuity with pre-invasion and pre-colonial societies
that developed on their territories, consider themselves distinct from other sectors of the societies now prevailing in those territories, or parts
of them. They form at present non-dominant sectors of society and are determined to preserve, develop and transmit to future generations
their ancestral territories, and their ethnic identity, as the basis of their continued existence as peoples, in accordance with their own cultural
patterns, social instilutions and legal systems. In shorts, indigenous people are their descendants of their original inhabitants of a territory
ovcn.ome by conquest or settlement by aliens.”

* “Peoples in independent countries who are regarded as indigenous on account of their descent from the populations which inhabited the
country, or a geographical region to which the country belongs, at the time of conquest or colonization or the establishment of present state
boundaries and who, inspective of their legal status, retain some or all of their own social, economic. cultural and political institutions.”

» Operational Directive (OP) 4.10
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% “The Chakma Tribe of Chittagong Hill Tracts in the 18" century: Journal of Royal Asiatic Society, No- 1, 1984’ by Dr.
A.M. Serajuddin and ‘Chakma Resistance to British Domination’ by Dr, Sunity Bhushan Kanungo
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7 Mr. Martinez Cobo in his *Study of the Problems of Discrimnation Against Indigenous Populations’ states, “In Bangladesh, the
Government state that the members of tribal of semi-tribal populations are regarded a indigenous ‘on account of their descent from the
populations which are settled in specified geographical areas’ of the country.”

& wifirar fomra efaafie Trafes @ emr - vitew g sremt
? ‘Indigenous Hillman'
1 The Indian Income Tax Act of 1922, The Indian Finance Act of 1941, The Forest Act of 1972 etc

i ‘Indigenous Hillman'

12 «“The Indian Income Tax Act of 1922 shall apply to all person in the Chittagong Hill Tracts except the indigenous
hillmen."”
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14 Cultural Rights of Adivasi Peoples and the Indigenous Roots of Bengali Culture, Devasish Roy, Amani Kok, Hill Tracts
NGO Forum, August 2002
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6 Cultural Rights of Adivasi Peoples and the Indigenous Roots of Bengali Culture, Devasish Roy, Amani Kok, Hill Tracts
NGO Forum, August 2002
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""No person other than a Chakma, Mough or a member of any tribe indigenous to CHT, the Lusai
Hills, the Arkan Hill Tracts or the state of Tripura shall enter or reside within CHT unless he is in
possession of a permit granted by the Deputy Commissioner at his discretion.”’
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""Peoples in independent countries who are regarded as indigenous on account of their descent from
the populations which inhabited the country, or a geographical region to which the country belongs, at
the time of conquest or colonization or the establishment of present state boundaries and who,

irrespective of their legal status, retain some or all of their social, economic, cultural and population
institutions.”’

@®I¢l UN Reporter for the study on the problem of discrimination against indigenous peoples (1984)
Mr. Martinez Cobo 93 NCe-

““Indigenous communities, peoples and nations are those which, having a historical continuity with
pre-invasion and pre-colonial societies that developed on their territories, consider themselves distinct
form the other sectors of the societies now prevailing in those territories, or parts of them. They form
at present non-dominant sectors of society and are determined to preserve, develop and transmit to
future generations their ancestral territories, and their ethnic identity as the basis of their continued
existence as peoples, in accordance with their own cultural patterns, social institutions and legal
systems. In short, Indigenous peoples are the descendants of the original inhabitants of a territory
overcome by conquest or settlement by aliens.”’
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THE PROTEST LETTERS ON MAISCHARI COMMUNAL ATTACK WRITTEN BY
HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVISTS ARE GIVEN BELOW

Letter written by Mr. Maheswor Shrestha, a member of the Newar
indigenous nationality of Nepal

April 05, 2006

Subject: Attacks on CHY Indigineous People

To,

Mrs. Khaleda Zia,

Rt. Honorable Prime Minister of the People's Repubiic of Bangladesh,
Prime Minister's Office,

Old Parliament House,

Tejgaon, BANGLADESH

Your Honorable,

We have received information that conflicts appertaining to land right are on going between the
indigenous people of Chittagong Hill Tract and Muslim Bengali settlers. The recent violent attacks by
the Muslim Bengali settlers on the indigenous people of Mahalchari of Khagrachari Hill District is a
glaring example where more than 30 indigenous people were seriously wounded, 2 indigenous girls
were raped and 1 Buddhist monk is said to be still missing.

We are told that the conflict developed since mid 2005 as the dominant Muslim Bengali settlers have
been illegally and forcibly occupying titled indigenous people's lands. Backed by the Bangladesh
army, 80 of such settlers in Bichi Tola and 70 in Nunchari have illegally occupied land. Similar
incidents have already happened at different places under Khagrachari Sadar and Mahalchari Unions.

As a member of an indigenous people of Nepal, I vehemently condemn the above heinous acts
perpetrated onto the innocent CHT indigenous people by the Muslim Bengali settlers and express my
heartfelt sympathy and solidarity to the victims.

Your Honorable, I would like to draw your serious attention towards these grievous incidents and
demand the guarantee that such incidents do not reoccur. I also express my serious concern at the
involvement of Bangladesh military personnel in the incidents.

I would also like to draw Your Honorable's serious attention and immediate action towards the
following.

l. Provide adequate medical treatment and compensation to the victims.

2. Make immediate arrangements for rehabilitation of the molested girls.

3. Locate the missing Buddhist monk and allow him to preach his faith.

4. Evacuate and take severe punitive actions against the illegal settlers.

5. Return the titled land thus evacuated to the indigenous people.

Please accept, Your Honorable, the assurance of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,

Maheswor Shrestha
A member of the Newar indigenous nationality of Nepal
E-mail <m.shrestha@yahoo.com> Jawgal, Lalitpur-10, NEPAL
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Press Conference on the barbaric attack upon the Jumma Buddhists and
land grabbing by the Bengali Muslim Settlers in Chittagong Hill Tracts,
Bangladesh by Bangladesh Chittagong Hill Bhikkhu Sangha-Sri Lanka.

10" April 2006, Colombo, Sri Lanka.
Dear.
Distinguished reprehensive from media,

At the outset, I on behalf of the Bangladesh Chittagong Hill Bhikkhu Sangha —Sri Lanka (BCHBS-S),

would like to extend my sincere thanks to all of you for your great support in making this press
conference a success.

The episode is that on 3" April 2006, the Bengali Muslim settlers led by Ahad Mian, member of the
local union council, Bahar leader and Mohammad Abu, ex-UP member attacked on two Jumma
Buddhist villagers-Nuapara and Joysenpara in Maischari in northern Chittagong Hill Tracts of
Bangladesh, and at least 50 innocent Jumma Buddhists in that attack have been injured and four
Buddhist women have also been raped. According to local people, the night before the day of incident
the Bengali Muslim settlers tried to occupy the land belonging to the Buddhist Children’s House run
by Ven. Sumana Mahathero, but they were repulsed. Again they at around 8.00am mobilizing more
settlers from other areas led a barbaric attack on the innocent Jumma Buddhists. The Jumma
Buddhists could not resist the attack as the Bengali Muslim settlers were more organized and
equipped with lethal weapons and as a result Jumma Buddhists were in the receiving end. Though a
military camp was adjacent to the place of the incident, however the military played a silent role
completely. In fact, 4 years back the Bengali Muslim settlers nder patronage of government settled in
the area of Buddhists Children’s House grabbing the lands belonging to the Jumma Buddhists, Even a
part of the land belonging to the Buddhist Children House was grabbed. No doubt that, the attack of
3™ April is pre-panned completely to grabb Jumma Buddhists land.

The Chittagong Hill Tract (CHT) in Bangladesh is the traditional homeland of 11 small indigenous
groups who are collectively known as Jumma people. The majority of these people are Buddhist
while some are either devout Hindus or practise Christianity.

For decades, the successive governments of Bangladesh have been engaged in implementing the
policy of ethnic cleansing to efface the indigenous Jumma Buddhists from the map of the world. With
a view to shifting the demographic balance and convert the Chittagong Hill Tracts into a Muslim
majority area, the government of Bangladesh has transplanted more than 400,000 Bengali Muslim
from the plain districts that under international law such population transfers constitute a war crime
and are prohibited under Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. The settlers were settled on the
land belonging to the Jumma Buddhists and due to such illegal settlement thousands of Jumma
Buddhist lands were grabbed forcibly by the Bengali Muslim settlers. The area has also been turned
into a virtual military cantonment with one-third of the country’s security forces deployed in the name
of preserving sovereignty and national integrity. Human rights violations have become the order of
the day. Genocide after genocide has been committed on the Jumma Buddhists with total impunity
and outside the gaze of the international community. The ethnic cleansing policy of the government
also resulted in mass exodus of Jumma Buddhist refugees into Indian state of Tripura in 1986 and
1989. So far, military and Bengali Muslim settler together have been committing massacre, arson,
land grabbing, rape, looting, destroying Buddhist temple, harassing Buddhist monks etc.
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On 2 December1997, a Accord which known as *“Peace Accord” was signed between the government
of Bangladesh and the Jana Samhati Samiti (JSS), a political party of the Jumma people. The “Peace
Accord” is said to have been signed to resolve the decades old Chittagong Hill Tracts problems.
However after over 8 years the government did not implement the “Peace Accord” and the
Chittagong Hill Tracts problem remains where it was before. The military is still there in full strength.
And not only have the Bengali Muslim settlers not been withdrawn from CHT, they are also trickling
into the CHT. Human rights violations in the form of unlawful arrest and detention, murder, military
raids, kidnappings, disappearances, arson, looting, rape, land grabbing, religious persecution are still
being committed againsi the Jumma Buddhists. Such as - on 26 August 2003, military and Bengali
settlers burnt down a Buddhist temple and tortured monks during an attack on 10 Jumma villages in
Mabhalchari in Khagrachari district that left 500 houses burned, 2 Jumma Buddhist killed and 10
women raped. The attackers also broke the statue of the Lord Buddha.

I, have no intention to provide a detailed account of the incidents of human rights violations or to cite
exhaustive evidence in support of the claim that ethnic cleansing policy of the government of
Bangladesh is still in force in the CHT. To do so would entail a great deal of time and space. These
are just snap shots of what is happening in the CHT.

Appeal to international community:

Therefore, we appeal to the government and the people of Sri Lanka, including journalists, human
rights groups, and members of parliament and other prominent individuals, to put pressure upon the
government of Bangladesh to safeguard the identity of the Jumma Buddhists, to immediately stop
human rights violations, to withdraw the military and Bengali Muslim settlers from CHT. We appeal
to the human rights organizations to send a fact finding mission to the Chittagong Hill Tracts to
assess the human rights situation in the area.

Appeal to government of Bangladesh:

We strongly condemn gross human rights violations in the CHT including the recent barbaric attack
on the Jumma Buddhists and land grabbing by the Bengali Muslim settlers. We, strongly demand
exemplary punishment to those responsible for the attack and land grabbing, compensation to the
victims, to stop human rights violations in CHT

Appeal to the media persons:

Finally, we would like to appeal to the media persons to help us to carry our message to the authority
of Bangladesh as well as to the international communities through your esteemed dailies.

Thank you.

Bangladesh Chittagong Hill Bhikkhu Sangha- Sril.anka
Head Office & Correspondent Address: Ashokaramaya, Thimbirigasyaya, Colombo 05
Tel: 0776426834
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Letter from Survival International, London, UK
11 April 2005

Her Excellency Begum Khaleda Zia

Office of the Prime Minister
Gona Bhaban, Sher-e Bangla Nagar
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Your Excellency,

Survival International was extremely shocked to learn of the attacks by Bengali settlers against
Jumma villagers in Saprue Karbari Para, Nua Para and Chakra Para the in Mahalchari sub-district of
Khagrachari Hill District on 3 April 2006.

Two Jumma women were raped and around fifty Jumma people injured in the attacks, which appear
to have been carried out with the support of local police. The attacks were sparked by a conflict over
land, in which Bengali settlers tried to grab land belonging to the Jumma people. Most of the families
from the three villages have fled their homes.

I urge you to ensure that this incident is investigated fully and that those responsible for the attacks
are brought to justice. I also urge you to prevent further land-grabbing, to return to the Jumma peoples
the land that has been stolen from them, and to end the military occupation of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts. The promises made to the Jumma peoples in the 1997 Peace Accords must be fulfilled so that
the Jummas can live safely on their own land.

Yours sincerely,

Stephen Corry

Director

cc. Mr. Moni Swapan Dewan, Honorable Deputy Minister, Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs
Mr. Sabihuddin Ahmed, Bangladesh High Commissioner to the UK

We help tribal peoples defend their lives, protect their lands and determine their own futures.

Survival International

6 Charterhouse Buildings

London ECIM 7ET, UK

Tel: 020 7687 8700, Fax: 020 7687 8701
http://www.survival-international.org
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Letter from Jumma Net of Japan with signature of 27 organizations and 253
individuals around the world

12 April 2006

Begum Khaleda Zia
Honorable Prime Minister
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Your Excellency,

We are writing to express our serious concern regarding the violent attack perpetrated by Bengali setilers
against the indigenous inhabitants of Sa Prue Para, Joysen Para, Chakra Karbari Para and Nua Para villages in
Mahalchari sub-district of Khagrachari Hill District on 3 April 2006. We are deeply shocked and angered to
learn that two young Marma women were cruelly gang raped by the settlers. A Buddhist orphanage and many
homes were ransacked, and some 30 indigenous people were injured, several of them critically, in the settlers’
attempt to grab land. It is particularly disturbing to note that the personnel of the Nuapara Arms Police Battalion
Camp, located only about 200 yards from the area of the incident, did nothing to stop the attack, and were seen
at the scene of the crime.

This incident has occurred in the context of intensified illegal grabbing of indigenous peoples’ lands by Bengali

settlers in the region:

Q More than 115 houses have been built on some 100 acres of titled indigenous land in the nearby
Gamaridhala area, allegedly with the assistance and protection of local military forces. Promises by
military authorities to withdraw the houses remain unimplemented.

Q  The Buddha Shishu Ghar orphanage has lost almost all of its titled land to illegal land grabbing.

Q  On March 4th, several indigenous residents involved in non-violent protests against this land grabbing were
severely beaten and arrested by army personnel. The next day, military barged into the Khagrachari court,
escorted two of them outside, placed firearms in their hands and took false photos of them. They remain in
police custody, facing false charges of illegal weapons possession.

How can Bangladesh seek a seat on the UN Human Rights Council when its own human rights situation is in
such disorder? How long must the indigenous peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts suffer in silence as they are
robbed of their lands, lives, and dignity with total impunity, under the very noses of the security forces
purportedly there to protect them? Must Bangladesh repeat the crimes that the white men perpetrated against
the indigenous peoples of the Americas, or the Japanese against the Ainu people? Should not a nation that
fought so nobly to safeguard its own language and identity, also respect the wishes of indigenous peoples to
maintain their own way of life?

We strongly urge the government to immediately take the following actions to correct the injustices of this

heinous incident:

I. bring to justice the perpetrators of the 3 April communal attack particularly those involved in the rape
incident

2. provide free treatment to the injured, compensation for damages. and protection from any further violence
or land grabbing.

3. investigate the role of Nuapara arms police battalion in the 3 April incident, and the military authorities in
land grabbing in the Gamaridhala area. Take disciplinary/legal action against personnel derelict in
fulfilling their duties or responsible for aiding/abetting illegal activities.

4. remove the new houses built by Bengali settlers on disputed lands in Gamaridhala, and return the land to
the indigenous land owners,

5. release the indigenous people arrested on March 4th and withdraw the false cases against them.

We shall bring the above issues to the attention of our government, particularly the authorities in charge of
official development assistance. Your inaction on these matters will not go unnoticed.

Sincerely yours,
Takashi Shimosawa,

President,Jumma Net
SF Marukou Bldg., 1-20-6 Higashi Ueno, Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-0015, Tel/Fax: 03-3831-1072
E-mail: office @jumma.sytes.net
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Letter from United Jumma International, Sydney, Australia
May 7. 2000,

To

Mr. John Howard

Hon'ble Prime Minister of Australia
Kirribilli House, Kirribilli,

NSW 2061,

AUSTRALIA.

Subject: An_Appeal to save the Jumma Nation in_the Chittangong Hill Tracts (CHT) of
Bangladesh.

Dear Hon'ble Prime Minister,

The United Jumma International {UJI) draw your kind attention that the systematic Human Right

Violation against the Indignous Jumma Nation in CHT are continued even after the CHT Peace
Accord in 1997.

On 3rd April 2006, five Jumma villages and a Orphanage school under the Maischari Union,
Khagrachari Hill District CHT, was attacked by the Bengali Muslim settlers and Islamic
Fundamentalists with full backing by the Bangladesh Army. As a result, 11 jummas was seriously
injured, more than 50 minor injured including a Buddhist monk name Ven. Sumana Mahathera,
Director of Orphanage School and 2 women were gang ragped by the Islamic Fundamentalists. About
100 Jumma houses were burnt down, looted and destroyed including the Orphanges School.

The CHT is the south-eastern part of Bangladesh, which is the traditional Homeland of the Jumma
Nation. Since creation of Pakistan in 14th August 1947 the Pakistani govt. had pursued hostile policy
toward the Jumma people. Even after the Independence of Bangladesh in 1971, the same policy been
accelerated to eradicate the Jumma people in CHT.

As a part of the said policy of the government of Bangladesh ( GOB) patronized the program to
migration of 6-7 millions Bengali Muslim to change the demographic position of Jumma population
in CHT. On the otherhand, the GOB set up military installations, Army, para-military and police
forces to commit massive atrocities including massacres against the Jumma people.

Since 1971, the government lauched undeclared war against the Jumma people for their total
extermination. As a consequence to it, approximately 35,000 jummas lost their life; 500, 000 jummas
were internally displace and 80,000 jummas were compelled to take refugee in Tripura and Mizoram
states in India. With an aim to uproot

the Jumma people from their ancestral land, a long series of massacres and genocide were perpetrated
by the Bengali Muslim settlers with the direct help of army, Ansar, APBN (Armed Police Battalion)
and VDP(Village Defense Party). As such it left a horrible legacy of violence, rape loot, murder,
arson, abduction, religious persecution, and forcible occupation of jumma land and property as well
as gross violation of human rights for more than two decades.

As per as reports, since 1971-97, more than 15 massacres and 10 communal riots had been committed
in CHT by the Muslim Settlers with backing of Bangladesh army.

The UIJI, aware of the humanitarian aspect of the aid given to Bangladesh by Australia Governmnet's
aid plan in which it states; "support is needed to address the issues in CHT with the population of
ethnic minorities".
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Therefore, We on behalf of UJI would like to appeal you to stop further aid given to Bangladesh
government unless the following conditions are meet:-

. Implement the CHT Peace Accord 1997 fully and properly;

° Rehabilitate Muslim settlers and Islamic Fundamentalists outside the CHT Region as per as
Peace Accord,;

. Demilitarize in the CHT Region and withdrawl all "temporary para-military camps” and de
facto military rule ' Operation Uttaran', as per as Peace Accord,

. Rehabilitate all Jumma returnee refugees according to Peace Agreement.

. Rehabilitate the jumma affected families in the recent communal attacked and give proper
conpensations; and

. Government of Bangiadesh should bring all perpetrators to Juslice.

Yours Sincerely,

(Ven. Pragya Jyoti) (Mr. Bishwajit Chakma)
President General Secretary
United Jumma International - United Jumma International
Sydney, Australia Sydney, Australia

P.0. Box. Q470, QVB Post Office, Sydney, NSW 1230, AUSTRALIA
Tel: 61-2-9518 1541; Mobile: 61-04 1747 3618
E-mail: bhante_international @ yahoo.com.au
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TS @2 o0y ALY 1] (R (T S TR GARA FA9-99 BATEFSE ‘Khagrachari
2001-2005" W1 LG SR OF <P AP I T G AIC AT Sowe-eeliiresiE (el e
e e s B e e ey 7@, smafefif, smed wiesl ¢ wremigPmEa Fes e
91 20 | T sl 60 ¢ s wde; shaw waerSIe I (2e PEEEER wel erEreld e g
TABPRE SerifEere aafedy s R Rare’, eA-Ruady, ange fwra wim B 9
wfefze a0 |

(& PTLFS Weo! WIfAGHE =7 SR & o/ @R Efefarsdl, Amemifite ¢ SHmyes sxanss v for
Ee) (FEAPTR T S e afefea R 2w | 1A wie e SREw onw qERTEs #1fe e,
(ST AR 27 (AT W7 93 TF <R wae 3 ffia @ aneme saw widt efiaz #i1kss seam
Tigefe ARNS, WTeRt @ Mfas sbEz wen ¢ wwsEFe oftan Ffey vre v | S wkis
TS M GeAZ w0y ANGRfS (G Tefae sfiita Srme deefe e e wEweT e e
TR | [T WS w3y TREIEw ouw (A T Al ACEWS A (N ANE [Ecw (W AMeEe azdl
4 WA | PHRE TS TEFE Sfen I7E, WA (1] ¢ Ardey vianw e ey widrad
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ceT eepTEe Arwfee st f6fSte Brad ataw @, “In Khgagrachari there are mainly three tribes.

They are Chakma (28%), Tripura (13%) and Marma (11%). There are some insignificant numbers of
Monipuri and Shawtal here. History says that they all are outsiders. The tribes Kookies found at that
time went against British Imperialism and were driven away with the help of new intruder tribes. In
fact, we are nourishing these intruders with a lot of facilities by depriving the mainstream people.”
aRY T AR Trad F41 W @, “Chakma tribe.. speaks ill of establishment, dislikes the mainstream
people or the Bengalee, even takes arms against them. Last of all in 1997 they surrendered arms after
signing a controversial pact with Government of Bangladesh (GoB).”
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